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...on  November  19,  at  their  request,  the  Board  gave  a  further 
hearing  to  Messrs.  W.B.  Bird,  W.H.  West,  C.F.  Baxter,  and  others,  on 
the  question  of  a  parkway  through  Dorchester,  From  Franklin  to  Marine 
Park,  either  on  the  lines  previously  submitted  by  them,  or  on  some  other 
feasible  route. 

The  Board  Informed  the  committee  that  the  laying  out  of  such  a  way 
as  the  committee  desired,  however  desirable  it  might  be,  was  not  now  possible 
with  the  present  appropriation,  which  was  not  more  than  sufficient  for  the 
extension  of  the  parkways  already  determined  upon,  and  for  which  the  appro- 
priation was  made. 

The  Board,  therefore,  reports  the  proposition  to  the  City  Government 
for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  desirable  in  the  premises,  and  will  willingly 
undertake  the  duty  of  examining  the  territory  with  a  veiw  of  determining 
whether  a  suitable  route  for  a  parkway  to  connect  Franklin  Park  with  Marine 
Park  can  be  laid  out. 

The  Board  renews  the  recommendation  made  in  earlier  reports,  that 
Columbia  Street,  and  Boston  Street  as  far  as  necessary,  be  widened  to  90  feet, 
as  a  direct  and  ready  means  of  communication  between  South  Boston  and 
Franklin  Park. 


Park  Construction  Summary: 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

In  its  last  annual  report  the  Board  stated  that  investigations  were 
in  progress  looking  to  a  revision  of  the  plan  of  Franklin  Park  to  provide 
artificial  water  areas  or  ponds  chiefly  for  ornamental  purposes.  These 
studies  have  been  completed  and  a  new  plan  of  the  Park  has  been  prepared  and 
is  herewith  published,  showing  the  projected  ponds  and  streams  which  will  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  landscape. 

Such  other  changes  in  the  design,  principally  in  the  drives  and  walks, 
as  the  introduction  of  this  feature  will  require,  together  with  those  made 
from  time  to  time  as  the  work  of  construction  has  progressed,  and  further 
study  by  the  landscape  architects  has  found  to  be  desirable,  are  also  shown 
on  the  map.  A  change  in  the  manner  of  constructing  Seaver  Street  is  also 
indicated,  providing  for  a  future  extension  of  the  street-car  service  along 
the  northerly  border  of  the  Park. 

Plans  have  been  drawn  by  Messrs.  Hartwell  &  Richardson  for  a  refectory 
to  be  erected  on  Refectory  Hill,  and  by  Messrs.  Rotch  &  Til  den  for  the 
School -master  Hill  Cottage  and  the  Ellicott  House.  These  have  been  prepared 
in  consultation  with  the  landscape  architects  who  submitted  preliminary  plans. 
The  two  latter  are  to  be  stone  and  thatch  lodges  of  simple  interior  arrange- 
ments designed  to  provide  such  service  and  conveniences  as  the  use  of  the 
arbor  on  School-master  Hill  for  picnic  parties,  and  the  tennis  courts  in 
Ellicottdale,  seems  to  require. 

The  refectory,  with  its  vine-clad  arbor,  indicated  on  the  map  as  the 
Pergola,  is  designed  to  be  the  largest  and  most  important  building  erected 
on  the  Park.  It  will  be  of  stone,  partly  two  and  partly  three  stories  in 
height,  with  a  Loggia,  or  roof  garden,  over  the  lower  portion,  in  which  is 
also  the  main  dining-room.  It  will  be  arranged  conveniently  so  that  re- 
freshments can  be  served  in  both  the  Loggia  and  Pergola  as  well  as  in  the 
dining-rooms,  and  will  have  all  the  accessories  of  a  large  establishment 
of  this  kind. 

A  small  shelter  for  the  use  of  those  waiting  to  take  the  Park  carriages 
has  been  built,  near  the  Columbia-Street  entrance,  from  a  design  by 
Messrs.  Sturgis  &  Cabot. 

Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Bacon  &  Tarbell 
to  furnish  sufficient  and  well -conditioned  Park  carriage-service,  at 
reasonable  fare,  which  will  permit  "stop-overs"  at  all  important  points, 
and  will  make  the  circuit  of  the  Park  so  far  as  the  drives  have  been 
completed.  The  route  and  regulations  for  this  service  are  as  follows: 
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Carriages  are  to  stand  near  the  entrance  from  Blue 
Hill  Avenue  and  Columbia  Street,  and  are  to  carry  no  more 
passengers  than  their  seating  capacity  will  permit. 

Carriages  are  to  run  hourly  in  the  forenoon,  and 
half-hourly  in  the  afternoon,  from  10. A.M.  to  half  an 
hour  after  sunset,  and  vacant  seats  may  be  taken  at  any 
place  on  the  route. 

The  fare  for  conveyance  over  the  prescribed  route 
is  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  cents. 

The  fare  from  Scarboro'  Hill  Concourse  to  the  Park 
entrance,  or  for  any  less  distance  on  the  return  trip, 
shall  not  exceed  ten  cents. 

Passengers  desiring  to  be  put  down  at  the  Overlook, 
School-master  Hill,  the  Wilderness,  Ellicottdale,  or 
Scarboro'  Hill,  are  entitled  to  be  taken  up  to  complete 
the  route  by  any  carriage  having  vacant  seats,  without 
the  payment  of  additional  fare. 

Carriages  are  to  start  from  the  East  Circle  of  the 
Greeting,  pass  by  the  Circuit  Road  to  the  Valley  Gate, 
pass  by  the  Overlook  and  make  the  circuit  of  the  Playstead; 
return  to  the  Valley  Gate,  pass  by  the  Circuit  Road  to  the 
east  entrance  of  the  Loop  Roads,  pass  by  the  Loop  Roads 
through  the  Wilderness,  back  to  the  Circuit  Road;  pass  by 
the  Circuit  Road  to  the  Scarboro'  Hill  Road,  pass  to  the 
Concourse  on  the  summit  of  Scarboro'  Hill.  Return  by 
the  same  route,  omitting  the  Loop  Roads  and  the  circuit 
of  the  Playstead. 


Engineer's  Report: 

Drives,  Rides,  and  Walks.  -  Glen  lane  wall  has  been  completed,  but 
the  delay  in  doing  it  caused  by  the  press  of  other  work  for  the  masons 
has  prevented  the  completion  of  the  surfacing.  The  section  between 
Blue  Hill  avenue  and  the  Entrance  road  from  Columbia  street  has  been 
entirely  finished,  while  on  the  section  between  the  last-mentioned  road 
and  the  crossing  of  old  Glen  road  the  drains  and  catch-basins  have  been 
built  and  most  of  the  gutters  paved,  so  that  it  will  require  but  a  short 
time  to  complete  the  work. 

The  triangular  space  between  Blue  Hill  avenue,  the  entrance  from 
Columbia  street,  and  the  easterly  end  of  the  Greeting  has  been  graded, 
and  the  plantations  prepared  for  planting.  The  circle  at  the  easterly 
end  of  the  Greeting  has  been  graded.  The  curbstone  has  been  set,  the 
gutters  paved,  and  the  roadway  ballasted.  Loop  road  has  been  finished, 
and  the  last  section  of  it  was  opened  to  travel  on  May  24.  The  walks 


in  the  vicinity  are  nearly  finished,  and  1,500  lineal  feet  of  granite 
steps  have  been  purchased  for  the  same.  The  ride  through  the  Wilderness 
has  been  surfaced.  Circuit  drive  is  sub-graded  from  the  junction  with 
the  road  to  Columbia  street,  around  the  easterly  side  of  the  Park  to  the 
entrance  from  Morton  street,  except  a  short  section  across  the  valley  near 
Canterbury  street,  where  a  culvert  is  to  be  built,  and  a  section  between 
Canterbury  hill  and  Scarboro'  pond  which  requires  filling.  On  about  800 
lineal  feet  of  the  Circuit  drive  the  gutters  have  been  paved  and  the 
roadway  ballasted. 

The  Walk  from  Ellicottdale  to  the  top  of  Scarboro  hill  has  been 
built. 

Drainage.  -  The  main  drain  at  the  westerly  end  of  the  Greeting  has 
been  extended  so  as  to  drain  the  swampy  ground  near  by.  Drains  have  been 
built  on  the  easterly  end  of  the  Greeting,  on  Glen  lane  and  on  Circuit 
drive. 

Ellicottdale.  -  That  portion  of  this  ground  where  the  gardener's 
cottage  formerly  stood  has  been  finished. 

Schoolmaster  Hill.  -  The  masonry  work  of  the  arbor  and  of  the  shelter 
has  been  completed,  including  an  additional  drinking-fountain.  The 
woodwork  of  the  arbor  for  supporting  vines  has  been  erected,  so  that 
this  structure  is  complete,  except  paving  of  the  walks. 

Ponds.  -  Work  is  now  in  progress  on  the  excavation  of  the  proposed 
Ponds  south  of  Scarboro  hill,  the  material  being  used  for  filling  on 
Circuit  drive,  and  for  building  a  dam  between  the  Ponds  and  Morton 
street. 

Miscellaneous.  -  A  shelter  at  the  carriage-stand  at  the  entrance 
to  the  Park  opposite  Columbia  street  is  in  progress  of  construction.  The 
flock  of  sheep  increased  during  the  year  to  168  in  number,  and  in  the  fall 
64  wethers  and  old  ewes  were  sold  for  $350.88.  The  yield  of  wool  was 
792  lbs.,  which  was  sold  for  $187.74.  In  May  lamp-posts  and  lanterns 
with  oil  lamps  were  placed  along  Glen  lane  by  the  Lamp  Department,  and 
they  have  since  been  maintained  by  that  department. 
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Park  Construction  Summary: 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

Glen  lane,  the  east  circle  of  the  Greeting,  and  the  entrances  from 
Blue  Hill  avenue  have  been  finished,  and  the  neighboring  grounds  have 
been  graded  and  laid  down  in  grass.  A  stone  shed  with  tile  roof  has 
been  erected  at  the  Columbia-street  entrance  for  the  shelter  of  those 
waiting  to  take  the  park  carriages. 

The  Circuit  drive  has  been  graded  and  ballasted,  and  the  gutters 
and  drains  built,  for  most  of  the  way  between  the  Columbia  and  Morton 
street  entrances,  and  a  culvert  has  been  built  for  the  brook  across 
the  drive  near  Canterbury  street.  An  outlet  for  Scarboro'  pond  has 
also  been  constructed  across  Morton  street.  The  excavation  of  the  pond 
under  contract  is  nearly  completed.  All  the  walks  in  the  Wilderness 
north  of  the  brook  have  been  finished,  including  several  flights  of 
stone  steps. 

The  frame  roof  of  the  Schoolmaster  Hill  Shelter  and  the  woodwork 
of  the  Arbor  are  in  place,  and  a  contract  has  been  made  for  covering  the 
roof  of  the  Shelter  with  tiles. 

The  old  division  walls  in  the  Country  park  have  been  removed  and 
the  grounds  cleared  up. 
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Engineers  Report: 

Drives,  Rides,  and  Walks.  -  Glen  lane  was  entirely  completed  and 
opened  to  travel  on  August  13. 

The  entrances  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  opposite  Columbia  street  and 
Glen  road  have  been  finished,  including  the  circle  at  the  easterly  end 
of  the  Greeting.  The  grounds  in  this  vicinity  have  been  graded  and 
seeded. 

A  shelter,  designed  by  Messrs.  Sturgis  &  Cabot,  architects,  has 
been  erected  at  the  carriage-stand  near  the  entrance  opposite  Columbia 
street  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors  waiting  for  the  park  carriages. 

In  the  Wilderness  all  of  the  walks  north  of  the  brook  have  been 
built,  including  the  construction  of  several  flights  of  stone  steps; 
the  Circuit  drive  is  sub-graded  from  the  easterly  end  of  the  Greeting 
to  the  Morton-street  entrance;  the  drainage  is  provided  for,  the  gutters 
have  been  paved,  and  the  driveway  ballasted  for  all  but  1,800  feet  of 
its  length.  The  drive  can  be  completed  early  in  the  coming  season. 

Drainage.  -  A  culvert  185  feet  in  length,  4  feet  6  inches  wide, 
and  4  feet  6  inches  high,  has  been  built  in  the  valley  near  Canterbury 
street.  The  overflow  and  outlet  for  Scarboro'  pond  has  been  built  across 
Morton  street. 

Schoolmaster  Hill.  -  The  woodwork  of  the  Arbor  has  been  put  in  place, 
and  the  framework  for  the  roof  of  the  Shelter  has  been  erected  under 
the  direction  of  the  City  Architect.  A  contract  has  been  made  for 
covering  the  roof  with  tiles. 

Scarboro'  Pond.  -  A  contract  was  made  on  June  23  with  Rowe  & 
Hall  for  completing  the  excavation  of  the  ponds,  and  the  work  is  nearly 
done. 

Miscellaneous.  -  Temporary  buildings  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
public  have  been  erected  in  the  Wilderness  and  in  Long  Crouch  Woods. 

The  old  fence  walls  in  the  Country  Park  have  been  removed  and 
the  ground  put  in  order. 

Three  hundred  additional  settees  have  been  purchased.  The  flock 
of  sheep  increased  in  number  during  the  year  to  188,  and  in  December 
60  wethers  and  old  ewes  were  sold  for  $256.44.  The  yield  of  wool  was 
815  pounds,  which  was  sold  for  $194.69. 
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Park  Construction  Summary: 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

Scarboro'  pond,  seven  acres  in  area,  has  been  completed  and  will 
be  filled  in  the  spring  to  its  summer  level,  which  will  give  a  depth  of 
eight  feet.  The  natural  supply  of  water  will  be  supplemented  by  the 
water  of  Jamaica  pond,  forced  through  pipes  from  the  Pumping-station 
to  a  reservoir  to  be  built  on  some  elevated  ground  in  the  park.  These 
pipes  are  being  laid  by  the  Water  Department,  and  by  the  use  of  stand- 
pipes  at  convenient  distances  will  also  supply  water  for  road-sprinkling. 
Scarboro'  pond  will  add  very  materially  to  the  attractiveness  of  this 
part  of  Franklin  park. 

In  winter  the  water  level  will  be  lowered  to  a  depth  of  four  feet 
to  make  it  safe  for  skating,  and  with  the  flooded  area  of  Nazingdale 
will  furnish  good  opportunities  for  this  recreation.  Plans  for  a  boating 
and  skating  house,  estimated  to  cost  $15,000,  have  been  prepared  by  the 
City  Architect,  but  have  not  yet  been  adopted  by  the  Board.*  Some 
provision  for  these  purposes  ought  to  be  made,  the  question  reserved 
for  discussion  being  the  extent  to  which  they  should  be  provided  for. 

Two  bridges  spanning  the  pond  have  been  built,  one  to  carry  the 
footpath  across  the  northerly  end,  the  other  for  the  Circuit  drive. 
They  are  substantial  stone  arches,  designed  by  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge 
in  conference  with  the  Landscape  Architects. 


*Site  plans  and  floor  plans  for  this  never-built  building  are  at  the 
Frederick  Law  Olmsted  National  Historic  Site,  Brookline,  Massachusetts, 


The  completion  of  Scarboro'  bridge  and  the  Circuit  drive  enabled 
the  Board  to  throw  open  to  use  last  fall  more  than  a  mile  of  additional 
driveway  through  a  section  of  the  park  which  until  then  had  been  closed 
to  carriages.  This  allows  visitors  to  drive  through  the  park  without 
returning  at  least  part  of  the  way  over  the  same  route  as  heretofore, 
and  affords  new  and  extensive  views  of  the  park  scenery  which  were  not 
before  available. 

Entrances  to  the  Circuit  drive  have  been  made  from  Morton  and  Canterbury 
streets,  and  plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  Forest  Hills  entrance, 
which  will  connect  this  drive  with  the  Arborway.  These  plans  include  a 
stone  arch  for  a  traffic  road,  at  a  lower  level,  to  connect  Forest  Hills 
with  Morton  street  at  the  main  entrance  of  Forest  Hills  cemetery,  furnishing 
access  to  the  latter  without  the  necessity  of  crossing  the  Parkway  at 
grade.  This  road  will  also  afford  a  convenient  route  for  electric  cars 
to  approach  the  park  and  cemetery.  It  is  believed  that  the  avoidance 
of  a  grade  crossing  of  the  electric  cars  and  the  immunity  from  delays 
by  more  or  less  frequent  funeral  processions  will  justify  the  added 
expense  of  this  arrangement. 

More  than  six  miles  of  driveway  and  eight  miles  of  walks  have  now 
been  completed  in  Franklin  park,  and  with  the  construction  of  Jamaicaway 
and  Arborway  through  Leverett  park,  Jamaica  park,  and  the  Arboretum  during 
the  present  season,  the  number  of  visitors  in  carriages  to  Franklin  park 
will  greatly  increase. 

Ellicott  House,  intended  mainly  for  the  accommodation  of  those  who 
will  use  the  tennis  courts  and  playgrounds  of  Ellicottdale,  is  being 
built  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  Circuit  drive  just  outside  of  the 
grounds,  access  to  it  being  provided  through  the  arch  under  the  drive. 
It  was  designed  by  Rotch  &  Tilden,  and  will  contain  toilet,  bath, 
dressing,  and  check  rooms.  It  was  expected  to  open  this  field  and  house 
for  tennis  players  and  others  this  season,  but  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appropriation  for  maintenance  of  the  parks  will  render  such  action  problema- 
tical . 

The  Shelter  and  the  arbor  and  bowers  for  picnic  parties  on  Schoolmaster 
hill  have  been  practically  completed,  although  until  the  Cottage  is  built 
they  can  hardly  be  expected  to  come  into  popular  use.  A  bronze  tablet 
commemorative  of  the  fact  that  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  once  lived  in  a  house 
on  the  easterly  slope  of  the  hill,  near  which  he  taught  school  for  a 
time,  and  which  has  given  the  hill  its  name,  will  soon  be  placed  in  posi- 
tion on  a  boulder  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  arbor. 

The  completion  of  the  Circuit  drive  necessitated  the  removal  of 
the  old  propagating  house  and  the  building  of  a  new  one.  This  has  been 
placed  in  the  south-easterly  corner  of  the  park  where  the  Nursery  will 
be  located,  and  the  clearing  of  the  grounds  from  boulders  is  now  being 
done. 


The  improvement  of  the  border  of  the  park  along  Seaver  street, 
following  the  taking  of  the  necessary  land,  received  the  attention  of  the 
Board  early  in  the  season,  and  considerable  work  was  done  by  the  park 
force  during  the  summer  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Maple  street.  The 
buildings  on  the  land  taken  were  removed,  and  a  contract  was  let  for 
the  grading  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  work  which  is  now  in  progress. 

Engineer's  Report: 

Drives,  Rides,  and  Walks.  -  The  roadway  of  the  Circuit  drive  and 
of  the  Morton-street  entrance  have  been  finished  and  were  opened  to 
travel  on  November  12.  The  walks  in  the  vicinity  of  Circuit  drive 
are  nearly  finished.  The  length  of  this  drive  is  2  1/10  miles. 

Schoolmaster  Hill.  -  The  roof  of  the  Shelter  has  been  covered  with 
tiles,  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Architect,  and  granolithic  walks 
have  been  constructed  in  the  Shelter,  arbors,  and  bowers. 

Scarboro'  Pond.  -  The  excavation  of  this  pond  has  been  completed, 
except  such  as  may  be  needed  at  the  connSction  between  it  and  the  pond 
near  Abbotswood.  The  total  amount  paid  the  contractors  was  $24,067.44. 
When  filled  to  the  summer  level,  this  pond  will  have  an  area  of  7  acres 
and  a  depth  of  8  feet,  but  provision  is  made  for  maintaining  the 
depth  at  4  feet  in  the  winter,  when  the  pond  is  used  for  skating;  at 
the  outlet  near  Morton  street  there  is  a  chamber  provided  with  stop-plank 
for  regulating  the  height  of  the  water;  there  is  also  a  gate,  by  the 
opening  of  which  the  pond  can  be  entirely  emptied. 

Bridges.  -  There  are  two  bridges  across  Scarboro'  pond.  The  one 
supporting  the  Circuit  drive  has  been  finished.   It  was  built  by  Johnson 
Bros.,  under  a  contract  dated  June  5,  and  cost  $10,864.  This  bridge  is 
an  elliptical  arch  of  30  feet  span  and  6  feet  3  inches  rise.  The  width 
of  the  bridge  at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  the  drive  is  57  feet. 
The  abutments  consist  of  a  facing  granite  ashlar  backed  by  American 
cement  concrete.  The  face-walls  above  the  water  level,  and  the  voussoirs 
of  the  arch,  are  of  seam-faced  granite;  the  interior  of  the  arch  is  of 
brick;  the  coping  is  of  Braintree  red  granite. 

The  other  bridge  supports  a  footpath,  and  is  also  an  elliptical 
arch,  the  span  being  40  feet,  the  rise  8  feet  3  inches,  and  the  width 
between  parapets  10  feet.  On  each  corner  there  are  bays,  semi -octagonal 
in  plan.  The  face-work  is  of  quarry-faced  Roxbury  stone,  and  the  coping 
is  to  be  of  red  granite.  The  arches  are  to  be  of  brick.  The  bridge 
has  been  built  by  the  employees  of  the  Park  Department. 

Ellicott  Cottage.  -  This  building  is  located  just  west  of  Ellicott 
Arch,  and  is  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  thoseusing  the  Ellicottdale 
playground.   It  contains  toilet,  dressing,  and  bath  rooms,  and  a  room 
for  checking  clothing  and  other  articles.   It  is  being  built  by  Charles  H. 
Dodge,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Rotch  &  Til  den,  architects. 
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A  water-pipe  has  been  laid  by  the  Water  Department  from  Forest 
Hills  street  to  this  building.   It  will  be  necessary  to  build  a  sewer 
from  the  building  to  the  Washington-street  sewer  before  it  can  be  used. 

Propagating-house  and  Nursery.  -  As  the  temporary  propagating-house 
was  located  on  the  line  of  Circuit  drive,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  it. 
A  new  house  was  therefore  built  on  a  portion  of  the  proposed  Nursery 
ground.  It  consists  of  a  head-house  53  X  24  feet,  containing  heating- 
apparatus,  potting-floor,  storage-rooms,  etc.  Adjoining  this,  on  the 
southerly  side,  are  two  glass  houses,  each  45  X  20  feet.  A  4-in.  water- 
pipe  has  been  laid  from  Morton  street  to  this  building. 

A  small  force  has  been  employed  during  the  winter  in  clearing  the 
Nursery  grounds  of  boulders. 

Seaver  Street.  -  Work  was  begun  early  in  the  season  on  the  section 
of  Seaver  street  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Maple  street,  and  on 
September  1  a  contract  was  made  with  H.P.  Nawn  for  the  grading  of  the 
remaining  portion  of  the  improvement  of  the  street.  The  work  is  now 
in  progress. 

Miscellaneous.  -  The  number  of  sheep  is  now  150.  In  the  fall  90 
were  sold. 
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Park  Construction  Summary: 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

The  bridge  to  carry  the  Forest  Hills  entrance  over  the  traffic 
road  leading  from  Forest  Hills  street  to  the  cemetery  has  been  built, 
and  the  grading  of  the  entrance  and  traffic  road  is  now  in  progress. 
This  work  will  be  finished  in  the  spring,  thus  making  the  connection  of 
the  Arborway  with  the  drives  of  Franklin  Park  complete. 

Seaver  street  has  been  reconstructed  along  the  north-easterly 
boundary  of  the  park,  making  a  broad  road  of  easy  grades  into  which 
Columbus  avenue  now  enters  at  Walnut  street.  This  improvement  will  add 
very  much  to  the  facility  with  which  the  park  is  approached  from  the  city, 
thus  ensuring  a  larger  use  of  the  park  for  pleasure  and  recreation. 

Ellicott  House,  at  the  entrance  to  the  playgrounds  of  Ellicottdale, 
has  been  completed,  and  will  be  opened  to  the  public  this  season.  Toilet, 
bath,  dressing,  and  check  rooms  are  provided  for  use  in  connection  with  the 
tennis  courts  to  be  laid  out  at  Ellicottdale.  It  is  expected  that  a  branch 
of  the  electric  railroad  will  be  extended  from  Washington  street  through 
Williams  street  to  a  point  near  Ellicott  House  and  thence  through  Forest 
Hills  street  and  the  new  traffic  road  to  Forest  Hills  cemetery,  thence  by 
way  of  Morton  street  to  Washington  Street  near  the  Forest  Hills  station. 
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A  refectory  is  being  built  on  the  hill  near  the  junction  of  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Glen  lane,  where  the  old  Gleason  house  formerly  stood. 
The  plans  provide  for  a  brick  and  terra-cotta  structure,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  feet  long  by  sixty-nine  feet  wide,  containing  on  the  ground 
level  a  large  restaurant,  private  dining  room,  service  rooms,  toilet 
rooms,  and  staircases  leading  to  a  roof  garden  which  forms  in  effect  a 
second  story  have  pavilions  twenty-one  feet  square  upon  each  corner, 
containing  stairs,  serving  and  toilet  rooms.  These  pavilions  are  con- 
nected by  covered  galleries  on  three  sides,  the  remainder  of  the  space 
being  open  to  the  sky.  A  basement  story  under  the  entire  area  contains 
the  general  kitchen,  pastry  kitchen,  service  room,  ice  room,  cold  room, 
cold  pantry,  refrigerator  room,  toilet  rooms  for  employees,  and  storage 
room,  access  to  which  is  had  through  a  covered  passage  under  the  terrace 
which  runs  along  the  front  of  the  main  building.  In  a  sub-basement  at 
the  easterly  end  of  the  building  are  boiler  rooms,  coal  rooms,  and  laundry, 
access  to  which  is  had  through  the  story  above  and  from  a  large  sunken 
yard.  On  a  level  with  the  main  or  restaurant  floor  is  the  pergola,  which 
extends  across  the  west  end  and  along  the  southerly  side,  varying  in  width 
from  twenty-eight  to  fifty  feet.  This  is  paved  with  brick  and  has  a 
trellised  roof  supported  by  open  groups  of  wooden  columns.  In  the  centre 
of  each  group  provision  is  made  for  vines,  which,  taking  root  in  the 
soil  below,  will  twine  around  the  columns  and  spread  themselves  out 
over  the  latticed  roof  above.  The  pergola  wall  has  been  built  by  the 
department  force  up  to  the  floor  level,  the  parapet  being  included  in 
the  contract  for  the  building.  It  is  not  expected  that  the  refectory 
will  be  completed  for  use  this  season. 

The  water-shed  of  Franklin  Park  being  insufficient  to  keep  the 
ponds  full  during  the  dry  season,  some  provision  to  supplement  the  natural 
water  supply  became  necessary.  It  was  thereupon  determined  to  utilize 
the  plant  of  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation  for  this  purpose,  and 
to  lay  an  eight-inch  pipe  from  the  pumping-station  through  Chestnut 
and  Perkins  streets  and  the  Parkway  to  a  reservoir  on  Hagborne  hill  in 
Franklin  Park.  This  pipe  has  been  laid  for  the  greater  part  of  the  distance, 
with  stand-pipes  at  convenient  intervals  for  road-sprinkling  purposes, 
and  the  reservoir  is  now  being  constructed.  This  will  ensure  an  adequate 
water  supply,  and  will  enable  the  Board  to  complete  the  ponds,  which  will 
add  very  materially  to  the  landscape  of  Franklin  Park. 

A  collection  of  fancy  pigeons,  including  archangels,  blondinettes, 
English  owls,  fantails,  tumblers,  magpies,  nuns,  and  turbits,  from  the 
estate  of  the  late  Edmund  Quincy  at  Isle  au  Haute,  was  presented  to  the 
department  by  Dr.  H.  P.  Quincy,  and  are  domiciled  at  the  propagating 
house  in  the  Nursery  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  park,  in  charge  of  W.E. 
Fischer.  They  now  number  two  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  are  a  source 
of  much  attraction  to  visitors.  A  flock  of  about  two  hundred  sheep  also 
attract  considerable  notice  and  are  a  popular  feature  of  the  park, 
the  herding  of  the  sheep  by  the  shepherd  dogs  being  an  interesting  sight. 
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THE  MAIN  PARK  SYSTEM. 


By  the  practical  complet 
provided  the  public  a  continu 
the  Common  and  Public  Garden 
miles,  except  in  the  short  in 
where  the  delay  is  due  to  the 
small  stretch  is  finished  the 
length  of  parkway  drives  of  e 
of  drives  in  Franklin  Park  an 
total  length  of  twenty  miles 
the  public. 


ion  of  the  Parkway  the  department  has  now 
ous  drive  all  the  way  on  park  land  from 
to  Franklin  Park,  a  distance  of  about  seven 
terval  between  South  and  Washington  streets 
raising  of  the  railroad  tracks.  When  this 
re  will  be  no  interruption  in  the  entire 
leven  miles,  which,  added  to  the  seven  miles 
d  the  two  miles  in  the  Arboretum,  make  a 
of  driveways  completed  and  thrown  open  to 


Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  under  which 
this  department  supplied  the  lamp-posts  and  underground  cable  for  171 
electric  arc  lights  on  the  Parkway  extending  from  the  Common  to  Franklin 
Park,  and  35  lights  on  Seaver  street  and  around  the  Playstead.  The  lamps 
are  maintained  by  the  Lamp  Department,  and  since  they  have  been  in  opera- 
tion the  Parkway  has  become  a  pleasant  drive  at  night. 

To  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  the  park  system  was  being  used 
for  driving,  riding,  and  cycling,  the  first  season  it  was  opened,  a  count 
was  made  of  each  of  the  three  classes  of  pleasure  travell  on  the  afternoon 
of  October  28,  between  the  hours  of  one  and  seven,  with  the  following 
results: 


Carriages 


Bicycles 


Saddle 
horses. 


Largest  num- 
ber of  car- 
riages in 
one  hour. 


The  Fens  and  Riverway 

Riverway  and  Leverett  Park 


Jamaicaway,  at  Perkins, 
Street 


Jamaica  Park, 
Arborway 


Franklin  Park, 

at  ETlicott  street 


Franklin  Park,., 
at  Valley  Gate 


3,479 

1,283 

3,114 

1,261 

4,173 

1,148 

2,986 

1,420 

3,434 

1,160 

2,280 

645 

3,246 


1,723 


86 

129 

76 

73 
48 
19 

32 


1,208 
1,004 
1,875 

1,202 

1,400 

950 

925 


^"::;,i;"  iS^ 
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The  Board  cannot  but  feel  gratified  at  the  extent  to  which  the 
public  is  making  use  of  the  parks,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  secure  the  funds  necessary  to  finish  the  remaining  features  of 
the  system,  now  so  nearly  completed,  which  will  add  much  to  the  pleasure- 
giving  results  already  so  apparent. 

Report  of  Olmsted,  Olmsted  and  Eliot 
Relating  to  Franklin  Park: 

...For  Franklin  Park  details  too  numerous  to  mention  have  been 
considered;  including  plans  for  roads  and  grading  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  refectory  and  at  Forest  Hills  entrance.  The  great  cemetery  which 
lies  just  beyond  the  park  is  the  goal  of  many  funerals  which  come  out 
from  Boston  by  way  either  of  Washington  street  or  Forest  Hills  street. 
It  is  obviously  important  that  processions  of  funeral  carriages  should  not 
block  or  mingle  with  the  stream  of  pleasure  carriages  which  will  pour  in 
and  out  of  Franklin  Park  by  the  parkway.  Accordingly  a  sunken  roadway 
has  been  arranged  by  which  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  including  electric  cars, 
if  need  be,  may  pass  under  the  parkway  just  outside  the  boundary  of  the 
park.  The  gates  of  the  park,  marking  the  terminus  of  the  parkway,  are 
architecturally  connected  with  this  bridge,  which  is  now  building  from 
designs  by  Messrs.  Shepley,  Rutan,  &  Coolidge. 

Report  of  E.W.  Howe,  Ass't  City  Engineer: 

Forest  Hills  Entrance.  -  On  April  23  a  contract  was  made  with  Charles 
H.  Dodge  for  building  the  bridge  which  is  to  carry  the  Parkway  over 
the  traffic  road  leading  from  Forest  Hills  street  to  the  Morton-street 
entrance  to  Forest  Hills  cemetery.  This  bridge  has  been  completed  with 
the  exception  of  the  cleaning  and  pointing  of  the  masonry.  The  bridge 
is  126  feet  in  length,  at  a  right  angle  with  the  Parkway,  and  is  a  seg- 
mental arch  of  45  feet  span  and  6  feet  rise,  the  springing  line  being 
12  feet  above  the  grade  of  the  road  beneath.  All  face  work  is  of  seam 
face  granite,  except  the  coping  and  cap-stones,  which  are  of  red  granite, 
and  the  interior  of  the  arch.  The  ashlar  is  laid  as  three-headed  work. 
The  foundation  and  backing  are  of  cement  concrete.  The  soffit  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  arch  is  of  light-colored  brick,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  arch  is  of  common  brick,  the  arch  being  2  feet  8  inches  thick.  A 
staircase  connects  the  walk  over  the  bridge  with  the  walk  along  the 
traffic  road  beneath.  The  slopes  of  the  banks  are  supported  by  retaining 
walls  on  the  lines  of  the  traffic  road.  Across  the  Parkway  over  the  bridge 
the  masonry  piers  for  a  gateway  have  been  built.  This  gateway  is  to  have 
three  openings  -  one  each  for  the  drive,  the  ride,  and  the  walk.  The 
piers  at  the  sides  of  the  gateway  are  connected  with  the  parapets  of  the 
bridge,  so  that  the  whole  forms  one  structure.  At  one  side  of  the  gate- 
way there  is  a  recess  with  a  drinking-fountain  and  seats.  The  contract 
price  for  the  bridge  is  $50,920. 
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The  traffic  road  and  the  Parkway  over  the  bridge  are  now  being 
graded.  The  ledge  at  the  junction  of  the  Parkway  with  the  Circuit  drive 
is  being  removed,  and  the  stone  will  be  used  for  surfacing  the  Parkway. 
The  drains  and  catch-basins  are  also  being  built. 

Seaver  Street.  -  The  work  of  grading  under  the  contract  with  H.P. 
Nawn,  dated  September  1,  1893,  was  completed  on  January  22,  at  a  cost 
of  $34,023.58.  Another  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Nawn  for  the  removal 
of  a  portion  of  the  ledge  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  the  stone  to  be  carted 
to  the  stone-crusher  on  the  park,  and  when  crushed  to  be  carted  back  to 
Seaver  street.  Under  this  contract  there  were  removed  3,221  cubic 
yards  of  rock,  at  a  cost  of  $6,345.37. 

The  drive  and  walk  within  the  lines  of  Seaver  street,  as  laid  out 
by  the  Street  Commissioners,  have  all  been  surfaced,  the  surface  drains 
and  catch-basins  built,  and  the  water-pipe  relaid.  The  street  was  opened 
to  travel  throughout  its  whole  length  on  December  24. 

The  street  has  a  width  of  60  feet,  divided  into  a  driveway  40  feet 
wide,  a  tree  space  10  feet  wide,  and  a  sidewalk  10  feet  wide. 

A  portion  of  the  walk  on  the  park,  parallel  with  Seaver  street, 
remains  to  be  surfaced;  also  the  entrance  road  opposite  Elm  Hill  avenue. 

Ellicott  House.  -  For  the  drainage  of  this  building,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  build  a  sewer  2,260  feet  in  length,  of  6-inch  Akron  pipe,  through 
the  park  and  Keyes  street  to  Washington  street.  The  grade  being  slight,  a 
flush  tank  was  built  just  outside  the  building,  for  flushing  the  sewer.  The 
building  is,  as  yet,  provided  with  no  method  of  lighting  at  night,  and  as  no 
gas  mains  are  near  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  use  electricity. 

Refectory.  -  This  building  is  in  process  of  erection  under  the 
direction  of,  and  in  accordance  with,  plans  made  by  Messrs.  Hartwell  & 
Richardson,  architects.  The  foundations  are  completed,  and  work  is  begun 
on  the  superstructure.  The  wall  supporting  the  terrace  in  front  of 
the  building  is  being  built  of  rustic  masonry  by  the  department  force, 
and  is  nearly  finished  to  the  grade  of  the  walk. 

Water-supply.  -  It  having  been  determined  to  obtain  from  Jamaica 
pond  a  supply  of  water  for  the  ponds  on  Franklin  Park,  and  for  sprinkling 
the  drives  on  the  Parkway,  pipes  have  been  laid  on  a  portion  of  the 
Parkway,  as  before  described.  Recently  work  has  been  begun  on  the 
construction  of  a  reservoir  on  Hagborne  hill,  which  will  have  a  capacity  of 
883,000  gallons,  with  the  surface  of  the  water  at  grade  168  feet  above 
city  base.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  furnish  a  week's  supply  in 
the  driest  weather.  It  is  not  intended  to  use  the  water  for  drinking. 

Pigeons.  -  on  April  21  a  donation  of  128  pigeons,  including  a 
great  variety  of  the  most  popular  kinds,  was  received  from  the  estate  of 
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the  late  Edmund  Quincy,  through  Dr.  H.P.  Quincy.  They  have  been  placed 
in  a  loft  prepared  for  them  in  the  upper  part  of  the  propagating  house 
at  the  Nursery,  where  they  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

Electric  Lighting.  -  Nineteen  arc  lamps  have  been  placed  in  the 
Playstead  district  and  16  on  Seaver  street.  The  lights  were  first  used 
on  September  22. 

Miscellaneous.  -  The  sheep  now  number  188,  73  having  been  sold  in 
the  fall. 

Two  buildings  containing  water-closets  have  been  erected  near  the 
Columbia-street  entrance  to  the  park. 

Scarboro'  pond  has  been  drawn  down  to  its  winter  level,  and  the 
pond  near  Abbotswood  has  been  filled,  as  heretofore,  for  skating;  but 
owing  the  the  proximity  of  the  much  larger  and  better  place  for  skating 
at  Franklin  Field,  these  smaller  areas  have  been  but  little  resorted  to 
this  winter. 


21—  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOSTON  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

(FOR  THE  YEAR  1895) 

JANUARY  31,  1896 


LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECT'S  REPORT. 


Brookline,  Mass.,  January  27,  1896. 

Edward  C.  Hodges,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Park  Commission,  Boston,  Mass.: 

SIR:  The  following  notes  of  our  doings  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
Boston  Park  Commission  during  the  year  1895  are  respectfully  submitted: 

Comparatively  slow  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in 
the  execution  of  the  adopted  designs  for  the  several  unfinished  parks 
and  parkways.  Charlesbank  and  Charlestown  Heights,  the  Fens,  the 
Riverway,  and  the  Arboretum  (except  the  newly  added  area)  may  be  fairly 
called  completed,  but  the  designs  for  Leverett,  Jamaica,  Wood  Island,  Marine, 
and  Franklin  Parks  have  thus  far  been  only  partially  executed.  The  de- 
sign for  a  pleasure  ground  at  the  North  End,  adopted  and  published  last 
year,  has  been  put  into  the  form  of  working  drawings,  and  construction 
has  begun  under  direction  of  the  engineer  in  charge.  The  comparatively 
small  areas  preempted  by  the  Commission  for  pleasure  grounds  for  Dorchester 
and  Brighton  are  yet  to  be  designed,  as  is  the  Peters'  Hill  addition  to 
the  Arboretum  and  the  newly  acquired  parkway  extending  from  the  Arboretum 
the  Bellevue  Hill  and  Stony  Brook  Reservation.  Plans  for  the  Dorchester 
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recreation  ground,  for  the  addition  to  the  Arboretum,  and  the  West  Roxbury 
Parkway  will  be  prepared  during  the  coming  year.  The  Brighton,  or  Barry's 
Corner,  Playground  cannot  well  be  planned  until  the  treatment  of  the 
Charles  River  Reservation,  upon  which  this  ground  abuts,  is  more  clearly 
determined  by  the  Metropolitan  Park  Commission. 

In  spite  of  the  decreased  activity  of  the  Department  of  Construction, 
numberous  minor  adjustments  have  been  required  in  the  plans  for  special 
works  or  localities.  For  example,  the  plans  for  walls  and  approaches 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Refectory  in  Franklin  Park  have  been 
revised,  and  detailed  working  drawings  prepared.  The  plan  for  that 
portion  of  the  Strandway  which  is  to  be  occupied  by  yacht  clubs  has  been 
improved.  The  plans  for  the  stone  viaduct  by  which  the  Providence  railroad 
is  to  cross  the  Parkway  at  Forest  Hills  have  been  made  to  include  an 
archway  for  the  side  road  on  the  north,  as  was  originally  intended. 

Reports  have  been  filed  advising  against  the  undertaking  of  several 
works  suggested  by  persons  interested  in  the  development  of  the  parks;  for 
example,  against  roofing  the  temporary  bridge  to  Castle  island;  against 
the  immediate  building  of  the  proposed  public  wharf  at  the  southern 
end  of  Q  street;  against  constructing  an  observation  tower  in  the  Arboretum; 
and  against  the  establishment  of  a  swimming-school  at  Jamaica  pond 
until  Jamaica  Park  shall  be  nearer  completion. 

During  the  winter  of  1895,  steps  were  taken  by  the  Commission  to 
establish  a  service  of  pleasure  boats  at  Marine  Park,  Charlesbank, 
Leverett  and  Jamaica  Parks.  As  boats  are  often  ^ery   disfiguring  to  the 
scenery  of  ponds,  we  were  concerned  to  secure  the  use  of  none  but  the 
neatest  and  best-looking  craft.  The  excellent  boats  eventually  supplied 
by  the  contractor,  Mr.  Sheldon,  accorded  with  the  prescriptions  of  his 
contract,  and  it  was  unfortunate  that  the  Commission  was  able  to  provide 
the  boating  public  with  only  the  cheapest  and  most  temporary  accommodations 
at  the  landings. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  questions  which  have  arisen  during  the 
year  have  been  connected  with  the  parkways  and  the  boundary  roads  of  the 
parks.  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  the  Public  Garden  and  Massachusetts 
avenue,  presents  an  opportunity  for  the  eventual  development  of  a  digni- 
fied and  noble  rectilinear  parkway.  As  at  present  constructed,  the  de- 
tails of  the  avenue  are  only  crude  and  cheap  makeshifts;  and  such  they  had 
better  remain  until  the  time  comes  when  the  city  and  the  adjoining  land- 
owners shall  be  able  to  invest  half  a  million  dollars  in  providing  the 
uniform  sidewalks,  the  evenly  spaced  trees,  the  architectural  curbs,  posts, 
ramps,  seats,  flagstaffs,  and  candelabra,  which,  with  well-placed  monu- 
ments, will  cause  the  avenue  to  fulfil  its  highest  possibilities,  and  bring 
to  the  city  and  the  State  fitting  returns  for  the  expenditures  of  each. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that,  while  suitable  restrictions 
have  been  imposed  upon  abutting  land-owners  with  respect  to  a  uniform 
"building  line,"  no  corresponding  restriction  is  in  force  respecting 
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the  height  to  which  structures  may  be  carried.  The  effect  of  the  archi- 
tectural perspective  will,  of  course,  be  ruined  if  the  retreating  sky 
lines  are  permitted  to  become  excessively  irregular.  The  uniform  building 
line  agreed  to  by  all  owners  is  undoubtedly  a  benefit  to  all;  for  a 
building  pushed  forward  beyond  the  line  would  damage  adjacent  property, 
as  well  as  the  general  appearance  of  the  avenue.  A  building  carried 
upwards  beyond  the  usual  elevation  is  similarly  damaging  in  the  financial 
as  well  as  the  aesthetic  sense.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  opportunity  for 
the  making  of  a  really  splendid  Commonwealth  avenue  may  be  saved  for 
the  next  generation  by  the  immediate  limitation  of  the  height  of  adjacent 
buildings  to  something  much  below  the  present  statute  limit  of  125  feet. 

Along  the  curvilinear  lines  of  the  roads  bordering  the  Fens,  and 
Leverett  and  Jamaica  Parks,  few  new  houses  have  yet  been  built,  but  many 
will  appear  before  long.  The  broad  sidewalks  adjacent  to  these  building 
lands  are  constructed  with  a  continuous  strip  of  turf  5  feet  wide  adja- 
cent to  the  curb  or  gutter,  and  in  these  strips  shade  trees  are  planted 
at  regular  intervals  so  long  as  the  adjacent  private  lands  remain  unoc- 
cupied, these  planting  strips  serve  simply  as  a  neat  finish  for  the  edge 
of  the  driveway,  while  the  walk  itself  is  surfaced  with  gravel  only. 
Where  detached  houses  already  exist,  or  when  such  are  constructed,  the  side- 
walks may  advisably  be  finished  with  macadam,  and  the  paved  surface 
carried  through  the  planting  strip  to  the  edge  of  the  roadway  midway 
between  trees,  but  not  otherwise.  Where  blocks  of  houses  already  exist, 
or  when  such  are  constructed,  curbs  should  be  set  and  the  whole  width 
of  the  sidewalk  paved,  preferably  with  brick  (on  account  of  the  air  and 
moisture  which  will  thus  be  accessible  to  the  tree  roots);  but  it  would 
be  well  for  the  Park  Commission  to  provide  suitable  iron  gratings  to  be 
inserted  in  the  brick  pavement  about  each  tree.  When  private  carriage- 
ways are  permitted  to  cross  these  sidewalks,  they  should  not  be  depressed 
and  curbed  like  street  roadways,  but  should  rise  from  the  gutter  nearly 
to  the  sidewalk  level  as  quickly  as  possible.  Every  effort  should  be 
made  to  preserve  uniformity  in  the  paving  of  the  sidewalk,  and  regularity 
in  the  spacing  of  the  sidewalk  trees. 

From  the  Fens  to  Jamaica  Park,  these  side  roads  of  the  parks  and 
parkways  are  already  built  to  their  full  widths,  save  for  the  sidewalks. 
The  boundary  roads  are  also  finished  in  accordance  with  the  plans  along 
the  eastern  and  southern  borders  of  Jamaica  Park  and  part  of  the 
eastern  border  of  the  Arobretum.  That  part  of  Seaver  street  which  forms 
the  northern  side  of  Franklin  Park  has  been  completely  finished.  The  side 
roads  remain  to  be  built  along  the  Arborway,  while  the  boundary  roads 
on  the  northern  and  western  borders  of  Jamaica  Park  and  the  southern 
and  western  borders  of  Frnaklin  Park  have  not  yet  been  even  planned  in 
detail . 

Blue  Hill  avenue,  forming  the  eastern  boundary  of  Franklin  Park,  is 
now  in  process  of  widening,  in  accordance  with  plans  drawn  up  by  the 
Street  Commissioners  after  several  consultations.  The  plan  adopted  pushes 
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the  west  side  line  of  the  avenue  45  feet  into  the  park.  When  finished, 
the  new  avenue  will  have  here  a  total  width  of  110  feet,  subdivided  as 
follows,  counting  from  the  eastern  side:  sidewalk,  10  feet;  planting 
strip,  5  feet;  roadway,  48  feet;  electric-car  reservation,  32  feet; 
and  path,  15  feet.  The  nearest  point  on  the  important  circuit  road  of 
the  park  will  be  only  160  feet  distant  from  the  widened  avenue,  but 
the  Street  Commissioners  have  agreed  to  construct  an  intervening  ridge 
with  material  excavated  elsewhere  in  the  course  of  their  works,  while 
plantations  of  trees  will  complete  a  suitable  dividing  screen. 

Plans  for  the  advisable  rectification  and  widening  of  Canterbury 
street  and  Morton  street,  forming  the  southern  and  western  boundaries 
of  Franklin  Park,  are  now  under  discussion.  Canterbury  street  may  very 
naturally  become  the  route  of  an  electric  car  line,  in  which  case  a  separate 
track  reservation  should  be  provided  on  the  park  side  of  the  roadway. 
In  consequence  of  the  extension  of  Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  Morton  street, 
where  it  borders  the  park,  has  ceased  to  be  a  street  in  the  ordinary  sense, 
and  has  become  a  traffic  road,  traversing  public  lands,  and  leading  south- 
east from  Forest  Hills,  just  as  Glen  road  leads  in  the  same  direction 
from  Jamaica  Plain.  Such  roads,  having  no  buildings  along  them,  and  so 
being  free  from  all  danger  of  obstruction  by  standing  vehicles,  need 
never  be  so  broad  as  ordinary  streets.  If  Morton  street  should  be  re- 
constructed with  10  feet  of  single  sidewalk,  5  feet  for  tree  planting, 
and  35  feet  for  roadway,  it  would  doubtless  prove  amply  wide. 

Along  the  western  borders  of  the  Arboretum,  the  old  highways  known 
as  Centre  street  and  Walter  street  ought  to  be  similarly  widened  before 
the  number  of  abutting  buildings  increases.  When  the  northern  part  of 
West  Roxbury  shall  become  a  little  more  densely  inhabited.  Centre  street 
will  almost  necessarily  become  the  route  of  an  electric-car  line,  and 
the  street  ought  to  be  laid  out  accordingly  before  the  operation  becomes 
costly. 

Upon  private  lands  adjacent  to  several  of  the  boundary  roads  and 
parkways,  huge  advertising  boards  or  "hoardings"  have  been  set  up  during 
the  past  year,  to  the  disgust  of  all  sensible  persons.  Throughout  the 
State,  similar  advertising  has  greatly  increased  of  late,  "hoardings" 
being  placed  on  private  lands  within  view  of  all  the  principal  railroads 
and  highways.  It  seems  that  the  Public  Statutes  permit  the  painting  or 
posting  of  advertisements  on  natural  or  artificial  objects,  wherever  the 
consent  of  the  owner  can  be  obtained  by  the  advertiser.  Moreover,  the 
penalty  attached  to  such  painting  or  posting  without  consent  is  very   small, 
while  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  catching  offending  persons  are  great. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  conditions  are  favorable  for  a  rapid  increase  of 
the  advertising  plague  throughout  the  country,  until  the  vacant  lands 
adjacent  to  every  much-frequented  spon  shall  all  be  adorned  by  reminders 
of  soaps,  pills,  and  tonics. 

That  such  advertising  is  in  many  places  damaging  to  public  interests, 
and  even  to  private  property,  cannot  be  doubted.  It  should  be  allowed  only 
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as  the  keeping  of  dogs,  the  building  of  stables,  the  opening  of  drinking- 
saloons,  and  the  giving  of  public  entertainments  are  allowed  in  civilized 
communities;  namely,  upon  permit  granted  by  police  commissioners  or  select- 
men. Public  opinion  undoubtedly  condemns  such  advertising  along  the  Boston 
parkways,  and  it  is  lamentable  that  the  statutes  are  so  far  behind  the 
times  as  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  public  will  in  this  matter. 

The  Boston  parks,  after  nearly  twenty  years  of  effort,  have  only 
lately  reached  that  stage  of  development  which  enables  the  general  public 
to  begin  to  understand  what  parks  really  are  and  what  the  designing  of 
them  means.  Crowded  populations  need  space  for  exercise,  for  air,  and 
for  obtaining  the  refreshing  sense  of  openness,  and  the  sight  of  sky, 
distance,  and  landscape,  of  which  they  are  so  completely  deprived  in  the 
streets.  The  Adirondacks,  the  White  Mountains,  and  the  Maine  woods  supply 
for  many  persons  who  can  afford  to  travel  to  them  the  needed  antidote 
to  city  life.  The  nearer,  more  thoroughly  humanized  and  yet  unsophis- 
ticated landscape  of  rural  townships  affords  annual  refreshment  to 
thousands  of  others.  For  the  recreation  of  those  who  must  remain  in  town, 
why  is  is  not  possible  to  purchase  an  attractive  and  acceptable  rural 
area,  comprising  woods,  fields,  streams,  and  ponds,  and  preserve  it  forever 
in  that  charming  condition  which  is  the  product  of  the  natural  parter- 
ship  of  man  and  nature?  No  gravel  paths  are  half  so  charming  as  the 
turfed  wood-roads  of  New  England  farms,  no  shrubbery  so  pleasing  as  those 
which  nature  rears  along  the  farmer's  walls,  no  pools  so  lovely  as  those 
which,  fringed  with  natural  growths,  fill  and  drain  away  according  to 
the  season  and  the  supply  of  the  rain. 

Possibly  it  is  a  pity  that  such  preservation  of  rural  conditions 
in  public  parks  is  impossible,  but  that  it  is  impossible  is  certain. 
The  woodland  and  the  farming  land,  the  embowered  pond,  the  river  banks, 
which  possessed  such  fresh  beauty  and  such  virgin  charm  so  long  as  they 
were  frequented  merely  by  the  farmer  and  his  boys,  occasional  sportsmen, 
or  the  owners  of  the  country  seat,  will  inevitably  be  despoiled  of  much 
of  their  attractiveness  when  they  are  invaded  by  thousands  of  persons 
e'^ery   week  or  afternoon.  The  undergrowth  of  the  woods  is  soon  broken 
and  trampled,  the  beautiful  fringe  of  the  little  pool  is  reduced  to  mire, 
the  old  trail  along  the  river  bank  is  soon  worn  so  wide  and  deep  that 
the  roots  are  exposed  and  the  trees  slowly  killed.  But,  becuase  it  is 
thus  impossible  to  preserve  the  charms  belonging  to  the  quiet  country-side, 
is  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  secure  for  city  people  some  measure, 
at  least,  of  that  refreshment  which  they  so  sorely  need?  The  Boston  parks, 
incomplete  as  they  still  are,  already  answer  this  question  in  the  nega- 
tive. Formed  slowly,  in  accordance  with  well -studied  plans,  it  is  now 
evident  that  Charlesbank  and  Charlestown  Heights,  the  Fens  and  the  Parkway, 
Leverett,  Jamaica,  and  Franklin  Parks  supply  each  in  its  own  way,  kinds 
and  means  of  recreation  both  helpful  and  valuable.  Fresh  air  and  exercise 
in  pleasant  surroundings  are  obtained  at  the  two  first-named  places. 
The  Fens  and  Parkway  will  furnish  miles  of  agreeable  roads  which,  wilth 
all  the  adjacent  houses  of  the  future,  will  command  views  of  stream- 
side  scenery  very  unusual  in  the  midst  of  a  city.  Lastly,  in  Franklin 
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Park  there  is  found  a  leafy  screen  which  hides  the  town,  a  breadth  of 
view,  an  openness,  a  peculiar  kind  of  scenery,  which,  in  spite  of  neces- 
sarily broad  roads  and  gravel  walks,  is  very  refreshing,  interesting, 
and  beautiful  in  a  high  degree.  Such  park  scenery  bears  little  resemblance 
to  either  the  ideal  landscape  of  painters  or  the  so-called  natural 
landscape  of  farms,  orchards,  and  wood-lots.  No  designer  of  parks  has 
ever  pretended  to  imitate  either  of  these  kinds  of  landscape,  and  no 
sensible  person  will  criticise  a  park  for  the  absence  or  presence  of 
either.  It  is  the  calling  and  duty  of  the  conscientious  landscape  architect 
to  devise  ways  of  arranging  land  and  its  accompanying  landscape  so  that 
whatever  the  particular  purpose  in  view  may  be,  the  result  shall  be  as 
thoroughly  convenient  and  at  the  same  time  as  thoroughly  beautiful  as 
possible.  This  is  the  problem  which  presents  itself  in  countless  forms  - 
in  the  smallest  suburban  lot  and  the  finest  country-seat,  the  new  seaside 
pleasure  resort  and  the  new  factory  town,  the  public  school-boys'  play- 
ground and  the  ornate  city  square.  The  country  park  of  a  great  city  pre- 
sents this  universal  problem  in  one  of  its  most  difficult  phases.  Such 
a  park  is  a  tract  of  land  dedicated  to  a  particular  purpose,  namely, 
the  refreshment  of  the  bodies  and  souls  of  great  numbers  of  people.  In 
arranging  land  and  landscape  with  this  purpose  in  view,  it  is  undoubtedly 
desirable  to  follow  as  far  as  possible  the  dictates  of  poetic  and 
artistic  feeling  for  breadth  of  composition  and  picturesqueness  of  detail. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  law  of  nature  which  must  not  be  forgotten, 
that  satisfying  beauty  springs  from  fitness  or  adaptation  to  purpose 
much  more  surely  and  directly  than  from  added  ornament  or  the  most 
careful  imitation.  At  all  events,  it  is  in  this  faith  that  the  under- 
signed have  worked  for  years  upon  the  plans  and  designs  of  the  Boston  parks, 
with  what  measure  of  success  only  time  can  determine. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OLMSTED,  OLMSTED  &  ELIOT. 


Report  of  E.W.  Howe,  Assistant  City  Engineer: 

Forest  Hills  Entrance.  -  The  bridge,  which  was  nearly  finished  a 
year  ago,  and  described  inthe  last  report,  has  been  entirely  completed. 
The  drains  have  all  been  built,  and  a  portion  of  the  drive  surfaced.  The 
ledge  at  the  junction  with  Circuit  drive  has  been  removed. 

Seaver  Street.  -  The  walks  and  slopes  on  the  park  side  of  the  street 

have  been  finished,  and  trees  have  been  planted  on  the  northerly  side  of 

the  street.  The  road  from  opposite  Elm  Hill  avenue  to  the  westerly  end 
of  the  Greeting  has  been  completed. 

Refectory.  -  This  building,  begun  in  1894,  is  not  yet  finished,  but 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  early  in  the  spring.  The  wall  supporting 
the  terrace  in  front  of  the  building  was  finished  early  in  the  year. 
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The  drive  leading  to  the  refectory  from  the  Greeting  is  nearly  sub- 
graded,  and  a  wall  is  being  built  on  the  westerly  side  of  it. 

Water  Supply.  -  Water-pipes  have  been  laid  from  Forest  Hills 
street  to  the  reservoir  on  Hagborne  hill.  There  yet  remain  about  4,000 
feet  of  pipe  to  be  laid  on  Arborway  to  complete  the  line  from  Jamaica 
pond  to  the  reservoir. 

The  reservoir  is  completed  and  ready  for  use.  It  is  entirely  below 
the  original  surface  of  the  ground,  and  was  excavated  chiefly  in  rock,  the 
bottom  resting  entirely  on  rock.  This  would  have  made  the  cost  of  the 
reservoir  excessively  high,  except  for  the  fact  that  the  excavation  served 
as  a  quarry,  from  which  material  for  road  surfacing  was  obtained.   In- 
asmuch as  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  reservoir  could  not  well  be  kept 
at  a  constant  height,  and  its  appearance,  if  exposed,  would  be  unsightly, 
it  was  thought  best  to  have  it  covered. 

The  side  walls  are  perpendicular,  of  American  cement  concrete,  with 
a  thickness  nowhere  less  than  one  foot,  the  remaining  space  between  the 
concrete  and  the  ledge  being  filled  with  dry  rubble. 

Brick  piers,  16  inches  square  and  10  feet  high,  and  10  feet  apart, 
were  built  for  supporting  the  roof.  On  these  piers  arched  ribs  of  brick 
masonry  were  built,  running  lengthwise  of  the  reservoir,  the  rise  of  the 
arches  being  1  foot,  the  span  8  feet  8  inches,  the  width  16  inches,  and 
the  thickness  at  the  crown  8  inches;  the  spandrels  were  levelled  up  to  the 
top  of  the  arches.  The  ribs,  together  with  the  side  walls,  serve  as 
supports  for  the  cylindrical  arches,  of  which  there  are  seven,  running 
lengthwise  of  the  reservoir;  these  latter  arches  are  of  Portland  cement 
concrete,  with  a  rise  of  one  foot  in  a  span  of  8  feet  8  inches,  and  are 
8  inches  in  thickness.  Manholes  were  built  in  each  longitudinal  arch. 

The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  covered  with  a  layer  of  American  cement 
concrete  6  inches  thick.  The  bottom  and  the  side  walls  were  covered 
with  a  layer  of  Portland  cement  mortar  i  inch  thick,  and  then  the  whole 
surface  of  the  side  walls,  bottom,  and  piers  were  covered  with  two  coats 
of  pure  cement  wash. 

The  tope  of  the  reservoir  is  covered  with  loam  with  at  least  a  depth 
of  Zi   feet. 

The  10-inch  force  main,  which  also  serves  as  a  supply  main,  branches 
in  a  manhole  just  outside  the  reservoir  and  near  one  corner;  each  branch 
is  provided  with  a  gate  and  check  valve.  The  branch  which  supplies  the 
reservoir  enters  about  6  inches  above  the  bottom,  and  is  carried  diagonally 
across  the  reservoir  nearly  to  the  farther  corner,  where  it  ends  in  a 
globe-shaped  casting  with  an  opening  on  top;  the  pipe  is  supported  on 
brick  piers.  The  branch  which  serves  for  an  outflow  pipe  passes  under 
the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  a  short  distance,  and  terminates  with  an  opening 
at  the  level  of  the  bottom;  it  is  embedded  in  concrete. 
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At  the  northeasterly  corner  there  is  an  outlet  for  draining  the 
reservoir  and  an  overflow  pipe;  this  outlet  is  connected  with  the  drainage 
system  of  the  park,  so  that  by  its  use  water  can  be  supplied  to  the  ponds 
in  the  park. 

The  reservoir  covers  an  area  of  9,723  square  feet,  and  has  a  capacity 

of  851,000  gallons,  which  is  estimated  to  be  a  week's  supply,  in  the  driest 

time,  for  water-carts  on  the  drive  between  the  reservoir  and  Jamaica 

Park,  and  also  for  supplying  the  loss  by  evaporation  from  the  ponds  in 
Franklin  Park. 

Overlook  Building.  -  Changes  were  made  early  in  the  year  in  the 
basement  of  this  building  in  order  to  enlarge  the  women's  lavatory  about 
one-half. 

Ellicottdale  and  Cottage.  -  The  cottage  was  opened  in  June,  with 
a  matron  in  charge,  and  was  kept  open  until  November  14.  There  were  a 
great  many  visitors,  and  the  dressing  and  bath  rooms  were  largely  used 
by  the  tennis  players. 

Tennis  courts  were  laid  out  on  the  field,  the  department  furnishing 
the  poles  and  keeping  the  courts  makred.  The  players  provided  their  own 
nets,  balls,  and  rackets,  which  they  could  check  and  leave  in  the  cottage 
when  not  in  use.  The  use  of  this  ground  is  destined  to  be  very  popular. 
Its  existence  is  not  generally  known,  but  it  was  no  unusual  sight 
during  the  past  summer  to  see  twenty  courts  occupied  at  one  time. 

Miscellaneous.  -  A  temporary  boat-landing  was  built  at  Scarboro 
pond,  and  a  boating-service  maintained  here  through  the  season. 

A  donkey  service  was  established  for  Sundays,  and  was  very  much 
enjoyed  by  the  children. 

The  number  of  sheep  is  now  221,  there  have  been  82  sold  in  the 
fall. 


isJt'^^^^^^w^^^*^^' 


Franklin  Park  -  Shelter  at  Carriage  Stand,  Blue  Hill  Entrance 
from  the  19th  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1893. 


Ellicott  House,  Franklin  Park  from  the  23rd  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  1897. 


22—  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOSTON  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

(FOR  THE  YEAR  1896)* 

JANUARY  31,  1897 


Park  Construction  Summary: 

The  appropriation  for  public  parks  had  so  far  diminished  at  the 
beginning  of  the  last  financial  year  that  a  further  loan  of  $1,000,000 
was  requested  by  the  Board  to  satisfy  judgments  for  land  damages,  and 
for  carrying  on  the  park  work.  This  request,  which  was  made  to  the 
Legislature,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  city  government,  resulted  in 
the  passage  of  chap.  453  of  the  Acts  of  1896,  which  authorized  further 
expenditures  for  public  parks,  including  payments  for  land,  to  the  extent 
of  $1,000,000,  of  which  $100,000  was  to  be  expended  on  the  public  park 
at  the  North  End,  and  $200,000  for  the  completion  of  the  Strandway, 
in  addition  to  the  appropriation  of  $100,000  already  made  by  the  City 
Council  for  the  Strandway. 

Contracts  were  entered  into  for  building  a  sea  wall  and  grading  at 
the  Strandway  from  Marine  Park  to  0  street,  and  for  filling  and  grading 
the  Strandway  from  0  street  to  H  street.  These  works  are  now  in  progress. 


*1896  was  the  last  year  the  Olmsted  Firm  supervised  the  construction  of 
Franklin  Park. 
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The  contract  for  grading  North  End  Beach,  including  the  building  of 
a  wall  on  the  line  of  Commercial  street  and  of  sea  walls  and  drains, 
which  was  in  progress  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  was  completed,  and 
contracts  were  made  for  constructing  Copp's  Hill  Terraces,  and  a  wall  on 
the  westerly  dock.  Plans  for  the  piers,  Administration  Building  and 
bathhouses  have  also  been  prepared,  and  the  construction  of  these  will 
begin  at  once,  so  that  the  completion  of  this  park,  within  the  present  year, 
will  be  assured. 

In  order  to  further  carry  out  the  original  plan  of  a  drive  around 
Jamaica  pond,  a  contract  was  made  late  in  the  season  for  grading  the 
drive,  walks  and  slopes,  on  the  westerly  side  of  Jamaica  park,  from 
Perkins  street  to  Jamaicaway.  The  drive  will  follow  near  the  shore  of 
the  pond  through  what  was  formerly  the  Chickering  and  Parkman  estates; 
thence  over  the  former  location  of  the  ice  houses,  which  is  now  a  barren 
waste,  to  the  Morse  estate,  where  it  will  pass  at  a  somewhat  higher  ele- 
vation through  the  Frothingham  estate,  close  to  Prince  street,  to  its 
junction  with  the  Jamaicaway  drive. 

The  development  of  the  land  adjoining  the  Arborway  on  South  street, 
for  building  purposes,  made  it  incumbent  upon  the  Board  to  construct 
the  traffic  road,  from  South  street  to  the  farther  limit  of  this  land, 
to  give  access  to  the  houses  which  are  being  erected  fronting  the  park. 
A  contract  has  also  been  made  for  the  construction  of  a  wall  between 
the  Arborway  and  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  it  being  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  city,  under  the  agreement  with  Harvard  College,  to  enclose  the  Arboretum 
with  suitable  walls  or  fences.  This  work  was  done  agreeably  to  the  wishes 
of  Prof.  Charles  S.  Sargent,  director  of  the  Arboretum,  who  expressed 
the  desire  that  the  wall  should  be  substantial  but  inexpensive. 

Under  the  indenture  with  Harvard  College  by  which  Peters'  Hill  was 
added  to  the  Arboretum,  the  driveway,  from  South  street  to  Walter  street, 
was  required  to  be  constructed  within  two  years.  A  contract  was  therefore 
made  for  grading  this  section,  work  under  which  is  now  in  progress. 
The  Board  is  considering  an  entrance  to  this  part  of  the  Arboretum  from 
Roslindale,  that  this  section  of  the  city  may  have  an  entrance  to  the 
park  system,  and  preliminary  surveys  have  been  made  with  this  object  in 
view.  The  result  is  contingent,  to  some  extent,  upon  negotiations  with 
land  owners  now  in  progress. 

The  northerly  boundary  of  the  West  Roxbury  Parkway,  between  Centre 
and  Weld  streets,  requires  some  additional  land  from  the  adjoining  estates 
to  allow  of  the  construction  of  a  border  road  similar  to  the  boundary 
roads  on  the  other  side  of  the  parkway.   As  the  construction  of  such 
a  road  would  be  a  very  great  advantage  to  the  adjoining  lands,  it  is  to 
be  expected  that  the  owners  of  these  lands  will  meet  the  city  in  a  liberal 
spirit  of  co-operation,  which  will  enable  the  Board  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary lands  on  reasonable  terms.  The  total  additional  area  required  is 
about  eighteen  acres. 
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The  completion  of  the  bridge  to  carry  the  New  York,  New  Haven  and 
Hartford  Railroad  over  the  Arborway  at  Forest  Hills,  which  was  in  progress 
of  construction  throughout  last  year,  will  make  it  possible  to  grade 
and  surface  the  roadways  under  the  arches  early  in  the  coming  season.  The 
construction  of  the  side  roads  of  the  Arborway  will  also  be  undertaken 
at  once,  with  a  view  to  completing  this  section  of  the  parkway  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  Forest  Hills  entrance  to  Franklin  Park  was  finished  and  opened 
to  the  public  during  the  summer,  and  the  temporary  entrance  through  Ellicott 
street  was  closed.  Considerable  work  had  to  be  done  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  Refectory  to  make  it  accessible  to  the  public.  A 
shelter  for  carriages  has  also  been  constructed  at  this  point  for  the 
convenience  of  those  who  may  wish  to  leave  their  carriages  while  visiting 
the  park. 

The  first  teeing  ground  of  the  golf  links  has  been  moved  to  the 
Abbotswood  side  of  the  park,  in  order  that  the  conveniences  of  the  Refectory 
and  carriage-sheds  may  be  within  easy  distance  of  the  links.  The  links 
were  opened  late  in  the  fall  as  an  experiment,  with  Willie  Campbell  as 
greenkeeper.  The  tennis  grounds  at  Ellicottdale  were  much  frequented 
during  the  season,  showing  that  the  facilities  offered  by  the  city  to 
lovers  of  this  sport  were  much  appreciated. 

The  use  of  Franklin  Field*  for  games  of  cricket,  baseball  and 
football,  and  particularly  for  skating,  has  so  much  increased  as  to  make 
the  erection  of  a  suitable  building  desirable  for  the  use  of  players 
in  summer  and  skaters  in  winter.  A  building  to  serve  the  needs  of  golf 
players  and  picnickers  at  Abbotswood,  and  those  using  Franklin  Park  for 
recreation,  being  also  needed,  the  Board  had  preliminary  sketches  sub- 
mitted by  three  architects  for  the  two  houses.  No  further  progress  has 
been  made,  however,  as  the  Board  found  that  the  condition  of  its  appro- 
priation would  not  allow  of  their  construction,  without  seriously  crippling 
the  funds  necessary  to  maintain  the  day-labor  force  through  the  financial  year. 
These  buildings,  together  with  the  sheep-fold  for  Franklin  Park  designed 
by  the  Architects'  Division  of  the  Public  Buildings'  Department,  must 
await  further  appropriations  for  park  construction  before  they  can  be 
erected.  For  the  same  reason,  the  boating  and  skating  house  at  Jamaica 
pond  and  the  proposed  Administration  Building  and  boat-house  at  the  Fens, 
both  of  which  are  greatly  needed,  must  also  be  postponed.** 

The  Board,  recognizing  the  necessity  of  abundant  drinking  facilities 
and  sanitary  conveniences,  is  making  arrangements  to  largely  increase  the 
number  of  public  lavatories  and  drinking  fountains. 


*Franklin  Field  is  located  i  mile  east  of  Franklin  Park.  It  is  about  77  acres 
and  was  laid  out  beginning  in  1892  for  athletic  sports.  The  Olmsted  Firm 
did  the  initial  planning  of  the  Field. 

**The  Boathouse  at  Jamaica  Pond  waited  until  1910. 
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The  Refectory  at  Franklin  Park  and  the  Head  House  at  Marine  Park 
were  completed*  and  opened  to  the  public  last  June,  under  a  tentative 
arrangement  with  James  Dooling  and  L.E.  Bow,  respectively,  for  the  first 
season  without  compensation  to  the  city.   It  was  not  expected  that  the 
business  done  would  warrant  the  payment  of  rent  until  the  facilities 
provided  were  better  known  to  the  public,  and  the  reputation  of  the 
houses  established.  The  result  of  the  first  season's  business  has 
justified  the  wisdom  of  this  arangement. . . 


Report  of  E.W.  Howe, 
Assistant  City  Engineer: 

The  new  drive  at  Forest  Hills  entrance  was  finished  and  opened  to 
travel  on  August  2.  At  the  same  time  Ellicott  street,  the  last  of  the 
old  highways  in  the  park,  was  closed.  The  walk  through  this  entrance  has 
been  finished,  and  the  gravel  has  been  deposited  on  the  ride,  but  some 
work  remains  to  be  done  to  complete  the  latter. 

At  the  Refectory  the  service  drive  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  the 
service  yeard  of  the  building  has  been  built.  A  deep  excavation  for 
the  drive  and  walls  6  feet  high  on  each  side  of  it  were  necessary. 
Steps  on  the  path  and  walls  on  each  side  of  the  path,  leading  from  Blue 
Hill  avenue  to  the  Refectory,  have  been  built.  The  wall  on  the  line 
of  the  road  from  Glen  lane  to  the  Refectory  has  been  completed;  also  a 
wall  on  the  southerly  side  of  Glen  lane  from  the  Refectory  drive  to 
Blue  Hill  avenue. 

The  road  to  the  Refectory  and  the  court  in  front  of  the  building  have 
been  surfaced,  and  the  Pergola  Terrace  has  been  covered  with  a  temporary 
plank  floor. 

A  draim  was  laid  from  the  building  to  Blue  Hill  avenue,  but,  as  at 
the  time  the  sewer  had  not  been  built  in  that  part  of  the  avenue,  a  tem- 
porary drain  was  built  from  the  end  of  the  drain  to  the  sewer  at  Wales 
street.  The  sewer  has  since  been  built  in  the  avenue,  and  the  park 
drain  permanently  connected  with  it.  Another  drain  has  been  built  from 
the  carriage  shed  to  the  sewer  in  Blue  Hill  avenue.  A  6-inch  water-pipe 
was  laid  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  the  Refectory. 

The  grading  of  the  grounds  in  this  vicinity  has  been  nearly  finished. 
The  Refectory  was  opened  on  July  4. 


*Both  buildings  have  been  destroyed.  The  Refectory  was  razed  in  April,  1976. 


23—  ANMUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOSTON  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

(FOR  THE  YEAR  1897) 

JANUARY  31,  1898 


COMMISSIONERS'  REPORT. 


HON.  JOSIAH  QUINCY, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

SIR:  The  Board  has  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  you  its  report  for 
the  financial  year  1897-8. 

The  comprehensive  report  of  our  Superintendent*,  herewith  presented, 
leaves  little  to  be  said  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Work  of  the  present  Board  is  to  complete  such  parts  of  the 
parks  as  have  been  left  unfinished,  and  to  put  the  whole  system  into 
such  conditions  as  will  call  for  the  least  annual  expense  for  maintenance. 
To  accomplish  this,  we  propose  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  the  erection 
of  buildings  not  absolutely  needed  for  the  convenience  of  the  public,  and. 


*1897  marked  the  transition  in  Boston  from  park  construction  to  park  manage- 
ment. The  first  Superintendent  of  Parks,  John  A.  Pettigrew,  was  hired 
on  January  4,  1897.  Pettigrew  was  a  proteg^  of  Charles  Sprague  Sargent, 
Director  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 
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when  buildings,  bridges  and  other  constructions  are  required,  to  build 
them  in  such  a  manner  that  the  cost  of  repairs  will  be  reduced  to  the 
minimum.  For  a  similar  reason  we  deem  it  advisable  to  dispense  with  roads 
and  paths  which  are  not  really  necessary,  and,  in  some  cases,  where  new 
roads  and  paths  are  built,  to  restrict  their  width  to  present  needs. 

The  large  amount  of  road-buildinq  carried  on  in  the  parks  during 
the  past  fifteen  years,  in  order  to  open  them  to  public  use,  has  much 
delayed  the  planting  of  trees  and  the  improvement  of  the  natural  woods. 
We  have,  therefore,  devoted  special  attention  to  this  branch  of  park 
construction;  30,000  trees  and  100,000  shrubs  have  been  purchased; 
new  nurseries  have  been  laid  out  and  filled,  and  preparations  have  been 
made  for  extensive  plantations  in  all  the  parks  and  along  the  parkways 
which  still  remain  unshaded.  A  beginning  has  been  made  toward  restoring 
the  old  woods  in  the  different  parks  to  a  natural  condition  by  gradually 
removing  from  them  tree  weeds  which,  escaping  from  neighboring  gardens 
and  springing  up  often  in  great  quantities,  have  prevented  the  growth  of 
native  trees  and  the  undergrowth  essential  to  their  welfare,  and  have 
spoiled  the  beauty  and  naturalness  of  the  park  woods;  and  many  trees, 
most  of  which  were  dead,  dying  or  diseased,  have  been  removed,  in  order 
to  allow  the  development  of  their  more  healthy  and  vigorous  neighbors. 
The  good  results  of  this  work  can  be  seen  already,  and  will  grow  more 
apparent  as  time  goes  on.   In  Franklin  Park  the  blending  together  into 
one  harmonious  natural  picture  of  an  aggregation  of  large  and  small 
country  places  and  farms,  each  planted  independently,  has  made  it  neces- 
sary to  cut  many  trees  along  old  boundary  lines. 

We  propose  in  future  park  plantations  to  use  largely  the  trees 
and  shrubs  native  to  Massachusetts,  because  these  grow  here  more  succes- 
sfully, live  longer,  and  require  less  labor  to  keep  them  in  good  condi- 
tion than  the  trees  and  shrubs  of  foreign  countries.  More  natural  and 
therefore  more  artistic  results  can  be  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  native 
flora,  than  by  a  promiscuous  mingling  together  of  the  plants  of  different 
parts  of  the  world;  and  such  a  selection  we  believe,  moreover,  will  have 
the  effect  of  reducing  very  materially  the  future  cost  of  keeping  the 
park  plantations  in  a  healthy  and  satisfactory  conditon,  especially  if 
the  plantations  are  made  in  the  first  place,  as  we  propose  to  make  them, 
in  a  thorough  manner.  In  Franklin  Park,  especially,  natural  woods,  Igades 
and  meadows,  which  should  be  its  essential  features,  can  be  reproduced, 
as  far  as  it  is  possible  for  art  to  reproduce  nature,  by  employing  only 
such  plants  as  nature  herself,  undisturbed  by  man,  uses  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  Many  boundary  trees  have  been,  and  are  to  be,  planted,  to 
mark  the  limits  of  the  parks,  and  to  protect  those  who  use  them,  as  far 
as  possible,  from  the  sights  and  sounds  of  the  city. 

One  of  the  greatest  enemies  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  parks, 

and,  therefore,  to  the  great  end  for  which  city  parks  exist,  is  the 

electric  street  railway  with  its  hum  and  buzz  and  its  disfiguring  poles 
and  wires. 
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A  successful  resistance  was  made  to  the  strongly  urged  scheme  of 
carrying  an  electric  road  across  Boylston  Bridge  in  the  Fens,  and  the 
road  is  now  being  built  around  the  Fens. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


TO  CHARLES  E.  STRATTON,  LABAN  PRATT,  AND  JOHN  T.  WHEELWRITE,  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  Department  of  Parks,  Boston: 

GENTLEMEN:  I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1898. 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

The  current  year  commenced  with  tree  thinning  in  the  woods  and  plan- 
tations of  Franklin  Park.  This  is  one  of  the  important  operations 
in  park  making:  sound,  healthy  trees  cannot  be  grown  under  crowded 
conditions,  the  side  branches  are  killed  for  want  of  light  and  air, 
and  nothing  is  left  but  the  top  branches,  each  struggling  to  overcome 
the  other  in  search  of  light.  While  it  is  not  necessary,  or  even  desirable, 
in  woodland  to  have  each  tree  a  perfect  specimen,  yet  each  may  retain 
in  some  measure  its  individuality  or  characteristic  beauty,  without  im- 
pairment of  naturalness  in  massing  for  woodland  effects. 

The  careful  and  intelligent  thinning  out  of  such  woodlands  produces 
better  conditions  for  tree  growth:  the  branches  spread  out,  the  boles, 
under  the  influence  of  more  light  and  air,  gradually  put  forth  branches, 
while  ground  cover,  undergrowth,  and  saplings  for  the  same  reason  begin 
to  grow  below.  In  this  work  care  is  taken  to  retain  and  emphasize,  in 
the  direction  indicated,  any  natural  or  pleasing  features  already  existing, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  bear  in  mind  the  difficulty  of  policing  dense 
tangles  of  wood  growth. 

On  the  sites  of  old  residences,  and  on  fence  lines  within  the  park, 
considerable  cutting  had  to  be  done,  to  think  out  the  neglected  tangle 
of  former  plantations  of  trees  and  shrubs  of  foreign  origin,  which, 
from  their  position,  character,  or  condition,  could  not  be  blended  into 
a  harmonious  connection  with  their  surroundings. 

On  the  boundary  lines  of  Franklin  Park,  including  Morton  street, 
Canterbury  street.  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Seaver  street,  and  Sigourney  street, 
large  areas  have  been  prepared  for  screen  belts  of  timber  trees;  the 
ground,  having  been  ploughed  and  subsoil-ploughed  several  times  during 
the  past  summer,  is  in  a  fine  mellow  condition  for  planting  next  spring. 


■32- 


The  intended  permanent  trees  will  be  planted  at  from  twenty-five  to 
forty  feet  apart,  according  to  their  expected  growth,  and  the  intervals 
thickly  planted  with  other  trees  to  serve  as  protection.  As  growth  pro- 
gresses and  they  interfere  with  each  other,  the  nurse  trees  may  be  removed 
for  transplantation  elsewhere,  so  that  the  plantation  will  serve  the  purpose 
of  a  nursery  as  well.  To  encourage  rapid  growth  in  these  border  plantations, 
cultivation  should  be  maintained  for  at  least  three  years,  when  grass 
or  some  suitable  ground  cover  may  be  planted  among  the  trees. 

Franklin  Park  and  other  portions  of  the  park  system  contain  a  large 
area  of  rocky,  sterile  hills  and  slopes,  where  the  thinness  of  the  soil 
will  not  permit  of  fine  tree  growth.  During  the  past  season,  such  grounds 
have  been  treated  with  a  dressing  of  commercial  fertilizer,  containing  a 
large  proportion  of  the  elements  that  enter  into  tree  growth.  This  is 
good  in  its  way,  yet  under  such  conditions  it  is  simply  begging  the  question. 
The  want  of  a  suitable  depth  of  soil  must  be  met,  or  the  same  stunted 
growth  that  we  see  to-day  will  meet  the  eyes  of  posterity.  True  economy 
and  a  regard  for  the  future  demand  that  this  essential  to  successful 
tree  growth  be  supplied  without  delay.  A  large  quantity  of  trees  and  shrubs 
of  mostly  native  kinds  has  been  purchased  during  the  past  year,  amounting 
to  about  30,000  of  the  former  and  about  100,000  of  the  latter.  The  stock 
is  in  very  fine  condition;  maples,  oaks,  beeches,  ash,  and  lindens,  pre- 
dominate among  the  trees,  while  the  shrubs  consist  largely  of  cornels, 
thorns,  viburnums,  Judas  trees,  sumacs,  and  witch  hazels.  The  greater 
proportion  of  this  stock  will  be  planted  next  spring,  on  the  grounds  that  have 
been  prepared  during  the  past  summer. 

The  removal  of  the  Williams  house  and  repair  shops  from  the  centre  of 
Franklin  Park,  has  been  accomplished  with  gratifying  results,  the  site 
being  graded  and  made  ready  for  planting  to  bring  it  into  harmony  with  the 
su-rounding  grounds. 

By  the  transfer  (which  you  have  ordered)  of  the  sheep  from  the  barn 
at  Scarboro'  Hill  to  the  barn  at  Franklin  Field,  which  will  be  accomplished 
early  this  spring,  another  disfigurement  on  the  face  of  the  park  will  be 
obliterated  by  the  tearing  down  of  the  sheep  barn  and  shepherd's  house. 
The  repair  shops  moved  from  the  site  of  the  Williams  place  have  been  set 
up  as  temporary  shops  in  a  hollow  near  the  greenhouses  at  Morton  street, 
a  location  easily  hidden  from  the  park  drives.  The  selection  of  this  place 
will  enable  the  department  to  concentrate  all  shops,  barns,  storehouses, 
greenhouses,  and  necessary  administration  buildings,  for  a  large  district 
at  one  point,  effecting  thereby  a  saving  in  time  and  money  by  reason  of 
conveneience  and  availability,  as  well  as  ease  of  management.  For  the 
permanent  buildings,  it  would  be  well  to  have  plans  prepared,  so  that  the 
work  of  erection  could  be  completed  during  the  coming  summer. 

The  grading  and  planting  done  last  spring  in  Franklin  Park  comprised 
the  planting  of  the  border  mound  at  Blue  Hill  avenue;  the  grading  and  planting 
of  the  refectory  and  horse-shed  grounds;  and  the  grading  and  planting  of 
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the  grounds  on  either  side  of  the  drive  from  Forest  Hills  street  to  the 
forks  of  the  road  east  of  Forest  Hills  bridge.  A  number  of  young  hemlocks 
have  been  moved  from  various  parts  of  the  park,  where  too  thickly  crowded, 
to  the  hill  on  which  the  Peters'  house  stands.  These  were  transplanted 
with  frozen  balls  of  earth,  and  ranged  in  height  from  five  to  nine  feet; 
to  quicken  the  foliage  effect  and  to  give  shelter,  clumps  of  birches  have 
been  planted  among  them.  This  plantation  will  in  time  tend  to  broaden  the 
evergreen  effect  along  the  drive  leading  to  Scarboro'  Pond  bridge,  the  hill 
of  the  opposite  side  of  the  drive  being  clothed  principally  with  a  growth  of 
fine  white  pines. 

Among  the  improvements  planned  and  ordered  by  the  Board  for  the  coming 
season  in  Franklin  Park,  may  be  mentioned  the  drainiage  of  Nazindale.  This 
charming  valley  is  a  natural  drainage  course,  the  flow  of  which  is  not 
sufficient  to  form  a  brook,  and  which  frequently  is  dry  altogether. 
Thereby  it  forms  a  marshy  hollow  for  the  greater  part  of  its  course,  and  is 
filled  with  coarse  marsh-grasses  and  rushes.  These,  trampled  by  the  feet 
of  golfers  and  other  frequenters  of  the  park,  produce  an  effect  neither 
natural  nor  artistic.  The  plan  of  drainage  will  carry  the  water  in  an 
underground  channel,  which,  with  tile  drains  running  laterally,  will  bring 
the  ground  into  condition  for  the  forming  of  a  simple  turf-covered  valley. 
This  will  greatly  enhance  the  beauty  and  simplicity  of  the  large  meadown, 
and  will  be  a  great  convenience  to  the  public.  In  connection  with  this 
a  branch  pipe  will  be  carried  to  Scarboro'  Pond  to  replenish  its  waters 
when  necessary  and  opportunity  offers. 

Another  work  of  improvement  planned  for  execution  this  season 
is  the  formation  of  a  long  grassy  glade,  extending  from  Blue  Hill  avenue 
to  the  Playstead,  and  lying  between  Glen  road  and  Seaver  street.  The  natural 
features  favor  this  treatment  of  the  ground,  and  the  work  will  not  be  of  a 
costly  character,  being  simple  in  design.  The  heaviest  item  of  cost  will 
be  loam,  the  rock  being  mostly  near  the  surface.  It  will  effect,  too,  the 
removal  of  the  piles  of  stone  which  have  so  long  littered  the  ground,  and 
bring  into  use  and  enjoyment  a  very   beautiful  and  convenient  part  of  the  park. 
The  glade  will  be  bordered  on  both  sides  by  a  meandering  path,  which 
will  be  of  great  convenience  to  those  wishing  to  reach  the  Playstead 
from  the  cars  at  Blue  Hill  Avenue. 
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BOSTON  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1898 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


TO  CHARLES  E.  STRATTON,  LABAN  PRATT, 
Commissioners: 

GENTLEMEN,  -  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  work  performed,  under  the 
direction  of  your  Board,  in  this  department,  during  the  year  1898: 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

In  carrying  out  the  design  of  your  Board  to  preserve  and  accentuate 
the  New  England  woodland  character  of  Franklin  Park,  it  became  necessary 
to  remove  quantities  of  exotic  trees  and  shrubbery*  which  did  not  blend 
harmoniously  with  the  native  plants;  such  old  friends  as  the  common  and 
Thunberg's  barbery,  the  common  privet  and  a  few  others  have  been  retained; 
although  not  indigenous,  these  seem,  by  long  association  and  fitness,  to 
belong  to  New  England's  woodlands. 

The  thinning  out  of  overcrowding  trees  was  completed  early  last  spring. 
The  beneficial  result  of  this  work  of  the  past  three  winters  is  now  quite 
evident  in  the  great  improvement  in  the  health  and  growth  of  the  remaining 


*Many  of  these  "exotics"  were  original  plantings  put  in  under  the  direction 
of  F.L.  Olmsted  and  his  close  Associate,  W.L.  Fischer. 
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trees;  the  increase  of  underwood,  encouraged  by  the  admission  of  light, 
has  heightened  the  natural  effect,  relieving  the  woods,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  the  monotonous  appearance  where  trees  are  allowed  to  grow  thickly 
together  to  their  mutual  destruction;  to  the  destruction,  also,  of  the 
undergrowth,  the  varied  forms  of  which  add  so  much  that  is  charming  in 
woodland  scenery. 

The  old  gravel  pits  on  the  line  of  Scarboro'  Pond  have  been  filled 
and  graded  to  an  undulating  slope,  reaching  from  the  winding  of  the  road 
near  the  top  of  Scarboro'  Hill  down  to  the  tennis  grounds,  thereby 
opening  a  very  pleasing  view  of  the  meadow  below.  Projecting  knolls  and 
bluffs  have  been  prepared,  or  are  in  preparation  for  planting  at  the 
proper  season,  which  will  add  materially  to  the  woodland  effect  of 
Scarboro'  Hill  on  the  north. 

A  marked  improvement  has  been  made  on  the  west  and  south  slopes  of  the 
Hill,  by  the  removal  of  the  sheep  barn  and  the  Galvin  house.  The  service 
roads  to  the  house,  the  exotic  trees  and  shrubs  have  also  been  removed  in 
the  endeavor  to  restore  this  beautiful  piece  of  woodland  to  a  natural 
condition.  The  site  of  the  greenhouses  and  barn  including  the  slopes 
have  been  graded  and  loamed,  and  are  now  ready  for  the  planting  of  forest 
trees. 

The  nurseries  have  been  enlarged  to  accommodate  the  increasing  stock 
of  trees  and  shrubs  added  by  purchase  or  propagation;  the  stock  is  large 
and  in  fine  condition.  Further  extensions  are  necessary  to  receive  the 
thousands  of  seedlings  of  native  trees  and  shrubs  now  ready  to  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  seed  beds  to  nursery  rows. 

We  have  continued  the  transplanting  of  large  trees  during  the  past 
year.  While  this  practice  cannot  generally  be  defended  on  account  of 
its  costly  character  and  danger  of  loss,  yet  the  circumstances  seemed  to 
warrent  it  in  our  case.  The  trees  are  fine  ones,  ranging  from  hemlocks 
and  white  pines,  six  to  ten  feet  high,  to  oaks,  hard  maples,  ash  and  linden, 
four  to  eight  inches  in  diameter.  Planted  in  groups,  eight  or  ten  years 
ago,  they  were  injuring  each  other  by  overcrowding,  and  it  seemed  wasteful 
to  apply  the  axe,  in  spite  of  the  extra  cost.  Those  transplanted  one  year 
ago  are  in  fine  condition,  and  well  repay  the  cost.  The  method  employed 
is  the  removal  of  the  tree  with  a  large  frozen  ball  of  earth,  and  thinning 
out  the  branches  sufficiently  to  compensate  for  root  cutting.  There  will 
be  little  further  need  of  transplanting  large  trees;  an  abundance  of  fine 
stock  of  convenient  size  can  be  had  from  the  thinning  out  of  young  plan- 
tations which  have  been  set  out  during  the  past  two  years. 

The  foundation  of  Seaver  street  boundary  wall  has  been  laid,  and  a 
contract  made  for  the  erection  of  the  superstructure.  The  Forest  Hills 
traffic  road  has  been  partially  completed  and  opened  for  use,  which  relieves 
the  Arborway  crossing  at  Forest  Hills  street  from  funeral  processions. 
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Abbotswood,  having  been  very  popular  as  a  resort  for  picnic  parties, 
for  many  years  past,  shows  the  effect  of  wear;  the  loam,  from  want  of 
undergrowth  to  hold  it  in  place,  has  washed  down  the  slopes,  exposing 
the  roots  of  the  trees  to  their  injury  and,  eventually,  to  their  destruc- 
tion. To  correct  this  the  surface  has  been  partly  dressed  with  loam  to 
a  depth  of  six  or  seven  inches,  which  when  completed,  will  be  seeded  in 
grass,  and  picnic  parties  will  be  excluded  during  the  coming  season  at 
least. 

To  provide  a  site  for  an  administration  yard  to  contain  stable,  shops, 
sheds,  etc.,  an  excavation  was  made  during  the  past  season  in  the  hill  at 
the  nursery,  the  material  excavated  being  used  to  fill  up  the  swamp  on  the 
Morton  street  boundary  nearby.  The  yard  location  is  very  convenient  and 
easily  screened  from  view. 

A  brick  stable  74  by  38  feet  containing  twenty-seven  stalls  is  nearly 
completed.  The  retaining  wall  of  the  bank  surrounding  two  sides  of  the 
yard  is  now  under  construction,  loose  rocks  from  the  grounds  being  used 
for  the  purpose.  When  completed  this  will  serve  for  a  back  wall  for  sheds 
and  shops,  plans  for  which  are  now  in  preparation  in  our  Engineering  De- 
partment for  consideration  of  your  Board. 

The  improvement  of  the  Glade  has  been  nearly  completed.  Drainage 
has  been  provided  for  its  marshy  hollows  by  cutting  through  the  rock  for 
a  connection  with  the  Nazingdale  meadow  drain.  The  Glade  and  the  woods 
on  either  side,  which  were  \/ery   deficient  in  soil  covering,  have  been  given 
a  six  to  ten-inch  dressing  of  good  loam  and  seeded  with  grass.  This 
treatment  will  invigorate  the  trees  that  have  suffered  from  exposure  of  roots 
and  want  of  nourishment.  These  woods  are  set  apart  for  picnic  purposes  and 
are  subjected  to  hard  usage,  so  that  undergrowth  cannot  exist  except  in  a 
torn  and  dilapitated  state.  Several  knolls  and  pieces  of  high  ground 
that  were  needed  for  planting  to  emphasize  the  glade-like  character  of 
the  surroundings,  were  liberally  covered  with  loam,  the  ground  being 
first  plowed  with  a  subsoil  plow;  this  treatment  cannot  fail  to  produce 
vigorous  growth  in  the  plantations.  The  result  of  the  work  is  very  satis- 
factory, transforming  an  unkempt  tract  of  ground  covered  with  piles  of 
stone,  loam  and  other  material,  into  a  pleasing  turf-covered  Glade.  A 
pathway  on  one  side,  meandering  within  the  shade  of  the  bordering  wood- 
land, gives  easy  access  from  Blue  Hill  avenue  to  the  children's  playground, 
while  the  Glade,  conveniently  near  the  shade  of  the  picnic  woods,  serves 
as  a  playground  for  picnic  parties. 

Among  the  important  operations  of  the  past  season  has  been  the  laying 
out  of  bordering  plantations,  important  in  the  necessity  for  producing 
as  soon  as  possible  a  screening  belt  of  woodland  on  the  borders  of  the 
park.  This  bank  of  foliage  serves  to  give  seclusion  as  well  as  to  form 
a  background  for  views  within  the  park,  which  contains  in  its  centre  a 
magnificent  meadow;  across  its  rolling  contour  are  to  be  found  the  most 
delightful  landscape  effects,  which  are  now  marred  in  places  by  the  intrusion 
of  street  life  with  its  accompaniment  of  trolley  cars,  telegraph  poles  and 
other  features  destructive  of  quiet  retirement. 
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It  is  not  desirable  nor  necessary  to  omit  the  planting  of  any  part 
of  the  borders  of  Franklin  Park  in  the  fear  of  shutting  out  views  of  in- 
terest lying  beyond  the  park;  there  are  many  elevated  points  on  the  drives 
and  walks  where  extensive  outlooks  can  be  obtained,  a  notable  one  being 
that  from  Hagborn  Hill,  where  a  view  to  the  Blue  Hills  -  six  and  a  half 
miles  away  -  is  one  of  seemingly  unbroken  forest.  For  these  reasons  the 
work  of  planting  the  borders  has  been  vigorously  prosecuted  during  the 
past  year. 

Plantations  have  also  been  made  at  the  old  Williams  house  site  and 
on  the  hillside  bordering  the  Glade;  much  has  also  been  done  on  the 
borders  of  plantations  and  old  woodlands  in  the  way  of  planting  witch 
and  common  hazels,  red-buds,  dogwoods,  June-berries  and  thorns,  in  the 
effort  to  extend  the  foliage  line  nearer  to  the  ground. 

Two  gangs  of  four  men  each  were  kept  steadily  at  work  pruning  trees, 
from  June  of  the  past  year  until  the  fall  of  the  leaves.  In  the  work  of 
cutting  out  dead,  diseased,  or  interfering  limbs,  the  men  are  becoming 
expert;  they  begin  to  comprehend  its  importance,  and  to  understand  the 
art  of  pruning  to  correct  defects  in  form  or  constitution. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


TO  CHARLES  E.  STRATTON,  LABAN  PRATT  AND  JAMES  M.  PRENDERGAST, 
Commissioners : 

GENTLEMEN,  -  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  work  performed,  under  the 
direction  of  your  Board,  in  this  department  during  the  year  1899: 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

The  most  important  work  of  the  past  year  throughout  the  park  system, 
has  been  that  of  planting  and  preparing  ground  for  planting.  Work  has 
continued  in  Franklin  Park  on  the  bordering  belts,  much  material  for  these 
strips  being  obtained  from  the  thinning  out  of  the  plantations  made  two 
years  ago,  which  were  planted  thickly  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the 
trees  and  shrubs.  These  plantations  now  are  nearly  completed;  little 
remains  to  be  done  excepting  the  filling  up  of  a  gap  here  and  there,  the 
ground  for  which  has  been  prepared  in  readiness  for  planting  when  the 
season  opens. 

In  the  preparation  of  ground  for  planting  much  care  has  been  given. 
Where  a  sufficient  depth  of  soil  was  found  the  ground  was  well  ploughed 
and  subsoil  ploughed,  the  operation  being  repeated  two  or  three  times,  until 
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the  soil  was  reduced  to  a  mellow,  friable  condition.  Where  the  depth  of 
soil  was  deemed  too  light  for  good  tree  growth,  loam  was  added  until  a 
depth  of  about  two  feet  was  attained,  the  depth  varying  with  the  character 
of  the  subsoil.  This  careful  preparation,  although  seemingly  costly,  is 
in  the  line  of  true  economy,  for,  without  a  sufficiency  of  loam  as  a  basis, 
luxuriance  of  growth  cannot  be  attained.  For  example,  such  tracts  as  the 
Wilderness,  Long  Crouch  Woods,  Abbotswood  and  Scarboro  Hill,  where  the  soil 
is  thin  and  poor,  are  covered  mostly  with  a  growth  of  oaks  of  scrubby, 
starved  appearance,  which  will  not  imporve  as  they  grow  older.  The  addition 
of  twelve  inches  of  loam  to  these  areas  would  stimulate  the  growth  of  saplings, 
and  produce  woodlands,  the  luxuriance  of  which  the  next  generation  would 
appreciate.  Such  treatment,  at  the  present  price  of  loam,  would  cost 
about  eleven  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  but  it  means  the  difference  between 
a  woodland  of  weak,  starved  growth,  and  one  of  trees  of  individually  fine 
proportions  and  beauty.  A  portion  of  the  woodlands  has  had  from  six  to  ten 
inches  of  loam  applied,  the  results  of  which  will  soon  be  apparent.  The 
places  selected  were  Abbotswood,  Schoolmaster  Hill,  the  rocky  boundary  of 
Walnut  avenue,  and  a  few  smaller  areas  where  clumps  of  timber  have  established 
themselves  on  rocky  knolls  in  themeadows.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  this 
work  can  be  continued  until  all  requirements  of  this  nature  are  furnished, 
as  loam  is  the  foundation  of  fine  tree  growth. 

On  the  street  line  and  outer  boundaries  of  the  park,  substantial  walls 
have  been  built  of  seam- faced  Quincy  granite.  These  walls  are  three  feet 
six  inches  high,  and  two  feet  in  thickness,  and  form  a  very  handsome  and 
dignified  fence  for  the  protection  of  the  park,  preventing  indiscriminate 
tramping  over  the  borders,  to  the  destruction  of  the  adjoining  plantations. 
Openings  are  provided  to  give  easy  and  convenient  access  to  the  paths 
in  the  park.  The  planting  behind  these  walls  of  trailing  vines  and  pendulous 
shrubs  will  be  completed  in  the  spring.  When  grapes,  bitter-sweets  and 
Virginia  creepers,  beneath  a  canopy  of  shrubs,  partly  cover  the  walls, 
the  effect  to  passers  on  the  street  will  be  pleasing. 

Tree  pruning  was  continued  until  the  fall  of  the  leaf,  when  the 
work  of  thinning  out  saplings  was  begun  in  the  old  woodlands. 

The  grounds  that  for  the  past  three  years  have  been  used  as  nurseries 
will  be  cleared  of  stock  in  the  spring,  and  graded  and  planted  in  harmony 
with  the  adjacent  landscapes.  The  ground  is  of  a  fine,  rolling  character, 
which  gives  an  opportunity  to  form  some  charming,  grassy  slopes,  receding 
from  the  drive  to  a  background  of  timber,  which  will  add  very  much  to  the 
beauty  of  that  part  of  the  park.  New  grounds  have  been  prepared  for 
nurseries  in  West  Roxbury  Parkway,  Franklin  Field  and  at  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir.  Considerable  young  stock  was  planted  in  them  last  spring, 
and  preparation  has  been  made  to  continue  the  work  this  year.  The  stock 
will  include  hickories,  maples  and  twenty  thousand  seedling  oaks  of 
various  species,  besides  a  variety  of  other  trees  and  shrubs.  Large 
sowings  have  also  been  made  for  future  use  of  the  seeds  of  many  kinds 
of  trees  and  shrubs. 
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The  drainage  of  Nazingdale  was  completed  during  the  past  season, 
with  the  exception  of  a  little  more  tile  drainage  that  may  be  necessary 
in  spots.  The  work  was  not  fully  carried  out  according  to  plan,  in 
the  expectation  that  the  main  pipe  and  a  few  lateral  pipes  thrown  out 
into  the  wet  places,  together  with  the  cutting  off  of  the  open  brook, 
would  render  further  draining  unnecessary. 

Work  on  the  Glade  was  continued,  and  was  completed  early  in  the 
summer.  The  small  pond  opposite  Elm  Hill  avenue  was  retained  for  the  use 
of  the  children  of  the  neighborhood,  who  enjoy  playing  around  its  shores 
and  sailing  little  boats  on  its  surface.  The  swale  running  southeast 
from  this  is  now  being  tile-drained  into  the  pond  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  thus  be  kept  supplied. 

A  cluster  of  administration  buildings  have  been  erected,  comprising 
storerooms,  carpenter  and  paint  shops,  machine  shop,  blacksmith  shop, 
carriage-house,  and  sheds  for  wagons,  carts,  steam-rollers  and  other  machinery. 
The  buildings  are  of  brick  with  slate  roofs,  and  one  steam-boiler  heats 
the  whole  plant,  including  the  harness-rooms  of  the  stable  built  last 
season.  A  gas  engine  is  now  being  set  up  to  operate  saws,  grindstones, 
lathes,  drills,  etc.,  which  will  greatly  facilitate  and  economize  the 
work  of  the  department. 

The  retaining  wall  of  the  administration  yard  is  fast  nearing  comple- 
tion. For  the  construction  of  this  wall  the  department  has  made  use  of 
a  large  quantity  of  rocks  and  boulders  gathered  from  the  lawn  surfaces 
throughout  the  park.*  The  work  yet  to  be  done  here  is  the  surfacing 
of  the  yards  and  the  completion  of  the  service  roads. 

On  Morton  street  boundary  a  swampy  piece  of  ground  was  filled  with 
the  excavated  material  from  the  years.  A  double  purpose  was  thereby  served, 
thus  enabling  the  department  to  screen  its  administration  buildings 
from  view,  while  forming  from  the  swamp  a  very  good  piece  of  open  ground. 
Next  to  the  street  will  be  planted  a  screen  belt  of  timber,  and  a  space 
will  still  remain  which  could,  if  needed  ,  be  advantageously  used  for 
a  playground. 


*Many  of  these  rocks  were  placed  by  Olmsted  for  picturesque  landscaping 
effects  he  wanted  to  achieve.  The  Playstead  and  Scarborough  Pond  were 
two  sites  where  bounders  were  removed. 


26—  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

BOSTON  PARK  COMMISSIONERS 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1900 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


TO  CHARLES  E.  STRATTON,  LABAN  PRATT  AND  JAMES  M.  PRENDERGAST. 
Commissioners: 

GENTLEMEN,  -  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  work  performed  under  the 
direction  of  your  Board,  in  this  Department  during  the  year  1900. 

FRANKLIN  PARK. 

Notable  among  the  areas  planted  in  Franklin  Park  last  year  were 
the  plantations  of  red  cedars  (Juniperis  Virginiana)  on  Schoolmaster 
Hill  and  on  the  hillocks  lying  to  the  northwest;  the  plantations  of 
deciduous  trees  and  shrubbery  in  the  bordering  belts  along  Morton  street, 
from  Forest  Hills  street  to  a  point  north  of  Canterbury  street,  and  in 
portions  of  the  bordering  belts  of  Canterbury  street.  Forest  Hills  street 
and  Seaver  street. 

The  greater  part  of  the  material  used  in  this  work  was  obtained  by 
the  thinning  out  of  plantations  made  within  the  past  four  years.  Such 
plantations,  when  properly  handled,  furnish  better  plants  for  transplan- 
tation than  can  be  found  in  the  market.  Planted  thickly  at  first,  they 
give  the  immediate  effect  of  density  of  foliage,  and  the  individual  plants 
afford  shelter  to  each  other. 
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The  work  of  loaning  the  thin  and  sterile  woodlands  in  the  park, 
unfortunately,  could  not  be  continued  last  year.  This  work  is  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  should  be  prosecuted,  with  the  least  possible 
loss  of  time,  until  a  depth  of  loam  sufficient  to  insure  vigorous  tree 
growth  is  furnished. 

The  small  amount  of  rainfall,  too,  during  the  summer,  made  the  care 
of  newly  planted  trees  much  more  difficult.  But  by  mulching  on  the 
driest  locations,  and  stirring  up  the  soil  immediately  around  each  tree, 
the  trouble  was  tided  over  without  any  loss  of  consequence,  and  the  plan- 
tations generally  are  in  very  good  condition. 

The  increasing  popularity  of  the  game  of  golf  in  Franklin  Park 
necessitated  the  making  of  a  new  lot  of  tees  and  greens,  for  alternate 
use  and  rest  with  the  old  ones.  Until  the  commencement  of  the  season 
of  1900,  the  links  had  been  under  the  care  and  control  of  a  professional 
golfer,  who  maintained  the  course  for  the  revenue  derived  from  the  sale 
of  golf  material,  from  teaching  the  game,  and  from  a  charge  of  fifteen 
cents  per  round  of  the  links.  Commencing  with  last  season's  play,  the 
Department  assumed  the  management  of  the  game  and  the  care  of  the  links, 
opening  the  course  to  the  public  free  of  charge.  The  use  of  the  links 
greatly  increased,  and  forty  thousand  players  went  over  the  course  during 
the  season  of  seven  and  a  half  months;  the  attendance  for  one  day, 
September  22,  being  884.  For  the  public  safety  the  links  are  closed 
on  holidays.  No  serious  accident,  up  to  the  present  time,  has  occurred. 

The  game  of  tennis  awakened  considerable  interest  last  year.  An 
average  of  forty- two  courts  were  provided  in  Franklin  Park,  and,  to 
meet  a  further  demand,  twelve  courts  were  made  in  Franklin  Field,  which 
were  equipped  with  permanent  posts  and  wire-netting  backstops. 


APPENDIX 

SUMMARY  OF  EXPENSES 

FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF 

FRANKLIN  PARK 

(EXCLUDING  LAND  COSTS  AND  DESIGN  FEES) 

1879  TO  1900 

(From  the  24— Annual  Report) 


Roadways,  sidewalks  and  gutters $807,239.61 

Lawns  and  woods,  grading  grounds, loam  and  general  work 556,677.29 

Plantations 206,038.09 

Refectory  bui  1  ding 109 ,793. 1 5 

Park  wall  and  gateways 89,881.56 

Seaver-street  improvement 84,817.75 

Shel ter  and  Overl ook 60 ,561 . 54 

Forest  Hills  bridge 52,972.17 

Scarboro '  Pond 40 , 943 . 1 1 

Arbor,  Schoolmaster's  Hill 29,514.11 

Plans,  designs  and  superintendence 28,343.95 

Reservoir 27 ,634. 39 

Scarboro'  Pond  bridges 26,703.10 

Water  supply,  fountains  and  settees 26,366.56 

Stable  building,  repair  shops  and  store-house 26,254.39 

Ell  icott  Arch 16,732.21 

Pergola  wall,  steps  and  terrace 16,244.30 

Carriage-  sheds 1 5 ,51 0 .  98 

Ell  icott  House 14,922.87 

Ell  icottdale 12,542.94 

Machinery,  tools,  etc 12,413.15 

Temporary  buildings  and  structures 12,299.11 

PI  aystead 1 0 ,  399. 76 

Propagating-house 8,205.55 

Electric  lighting 6,182.09 

Terrace  wall 3,956.05 

Concourse,  Scarboro'  Hill 3,569.80 

Culverts 3,129.34 

Carriage  shelter- 2,694.70 

Fences ^  ,535.36 

Boating-service 51 .16 


TOTAL  COST  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  $2,314,130.14 


